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A4 i ii. 22, Ye men of Lrael, hear theſe words ; Jeſus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God, among you, by n- 
racles and wonders and ſigns, which God did by him in 

#he midſt of you, as ye yourſelves alſo know. Chap. v. 31. 
Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael, and For- 
giveneſſe of fins. Chap. x. 37. 38. That word you 
know, which was publifhed throughout all Judea, and 
began from Galilee, after the baptiſm which John preached: 
How cen anointed &c. 
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HE Editor us the following 


"| - ; Di iſcourſes accounts it no 


{mall happineſs, that, by a late fac 


vourable accident, he has it in his 


power to preſent them to the 


Public. They ſhew themſelves. 
to have been part of a courſe of 


3 miniſterial ſervices; and a memo- 

| randum, under the authors own 

hand, makes it probable, that they 
were delivered from the pulpit, 
to a very reſpectable ſociety of 
Chriſtians, ſo long 480 as dhe 
year 1747. 

2 name of the Auth as Fn 
himſelf did not place it there, is 

not given in the title-page. An 
omiſſion, which the . judicious. 
reader, it is ſuppoſed, will reckon 
to o be of no great moment. And, 


4 reſpect- 


e , / / y ðͤ / WS 


A DVERTISEME NI. 


reſpecting the Author himſelf, it 
may be moſt truly obſerved, that 
he was always far from affecting, 
in any degree, the character or in- 
fluence of a Rabbi, or dogmatical 
teacher: and could not, at any 
time, with his Name, — however 
juſtly endeared to many of his co- 
temporaries, or ſure to go down + 

with diſtinguiſhed eſteem and ho- 
nour to lateſt poſterity, —thould 
be accounted of the leaſt weight, 
in the balance of reaſon, on any 
argument excepting that of ei- 
MOny. He has now been ſeveral 
years removed from our world, 
But, as the Controverſie, to 
which theſe Difcourſes have re- 
ſpect, does ſtill ſurvive, and will, 
probably, be yet of long conti- 
nuance, it cannot but be defir- 
able, to all good minds, that 
1 the 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


the largeſt portion of his excel- | 
lent ſpirit may be retained among 
us, communicated, and diffuſed: 
in order that controverſies of this 
nature, for the future, may be 
carried on, as our moſt candid 
Author has expreſſed it, with- 
out detriment either to truth or 
piety.“ 
* however, be appre- 
hended, that to the curious and 
attentive readers, who have been 
happily led into a previous ac- 


quaintance with his other valua- _ 


ble and moſt important, works, 
theſe diſcourſes will ſoon make a 
pleaſing diſcovery of their Au- 

thor. And all ſuch readers, 
there is no doubt, will be glad to 
receive the following declaration, 
concerning them, though anony- 
mous. 


y hey 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


F hey- are here given, with A 


* 


moſt ſtrict care and fidelity, 
agreeable to the Author's own 
Manuſcript; which he had drawn 
out fair, for the preſs, with 
particular directions deſigned for 


the printer. And any ſmall ad- 


ditions, which a caſual overſight 
ſeemed to make requiſite, are diſ- 
tinguiſhed, by being incloſed in 


brackets thus: on 


Any attempt of the Editor, to 


recommend ſuch Diſcourſes as 


deſerving the attention of the 
Public, could. not well. be ex- 
empted from a charge of offici- 
ouſneſs. They are, therefore, 
chearfully left to * for them- 
ſelves. 

All Chriſtians are agrecd, that 


the ſubjects, of which they treat, 


are very weighty: and eccle- 


ſiaſtical 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


haſtical hiſtory too ſadly ſhews, 


in what manner the contentions 
about them have been agitated, . 


Whatever may be the iſſue of 
the Arguments ſuggeſted, —with . 


reſpe& to. the meaſure of con- 


viction they ſhall produce, in fa- 


vour of any particular doctrine, 


—if the temper, with which they 


are propoſed, ſhould prove ſuffi- 


ciently attractive, to engage a 
general imitation, and excite a 
prevailing diligence to maintain 


and cultivate it, on all ſides, the 


apparent chief deſign of the Au- 


thor, and moſt fervent wiſhes of 


the Editor, will have their beſt 


accompliſhment. 


| Maidflone, | 
| —_— I, 1784. 
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This REA 


Ek is defired to — and correct the 
dne K NN f 4. 


Page 1. line K. for cobifention read condeſcen ion 


9. for it ſaid read it is ſaid 
23. for another another read another over 
another 5 | 
24. for aſcention read aſcenſion 
16. for aſcention read aſcenſion 
6. for repreſentation read repreſentations 
17. for witneſſes read witne//e 


55» 3 & 4. for human foul and human body read 


[human] foul and [ humun] body 


ib. Note. at the beginning for a f read & Chriſt 


26. dele of 
7. read Meſſiah i in Italicks 
* for aratuavper read avaturupis 
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Let this mind be in you, wwhich was alk in 


Chriſt Feſus: 6. Who being in the form of 
God, thought it not robberie to be equal 


with God. 7. But made himſelf of no re- 
putation, and took upon him the form 7 a 
ſervant, and was made in the likeneſſe of 


men. $. Aud being found in faſhion as 


4 man, he humbled hi mor and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the 
' Croffe. 9. Wherefore God alſo has hi ghly 


exalted bim, and given bim a name, which 
7s above every name. 10. That at the 


name of Teſus every knee ſhould bow, of 


things in heaven, and things in earth, and. 


things under the earth. 11. And that 
every tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt 


2s Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


and condeſcention before recommend- 
: taken from the example of Chriſt's 


humility, and his exaltation, as a reward 


of it. 


B N 9 Within 


N theſe verſes, we have at large the 8 
Apoſtle's argument to the meekneſſe 
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Disc. I. 


The Scheme of a Trinity 


Within the compaſs of a few months, 
J have delivered two practical diſcourſes 
from the fifth verſe of this chapter, ex- 


plaining the duty of mutual condeſcention 


and forbearance, and enforcing it from the 
example, and the reward of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. - 
But now I am deſirous to explain in a 
more critical Manner the words, which have 
been read to you. 8 
I ſhall be hereby unavoidably led into 
ſomewhat controverſial. But I hope, it 
will be alſo practical, and not unprofit- 
able; were it only inſtructive to ſome, who 
are not thoroughly acquainted with ſome 
controverted points, which yet are thought 
to be of much moment. Indeed if peo- 
ple will decide in points of any kind, it is 


fit they ſhould know and underſtand what 


they affirm : eſpecially, if they take upon 
them to paſs ſentences upon thoſe who 


differ from them. This needs no proof. 


Certainly no honeſt and upright man would 
wulingly form a wrong judgment in any 
caſe : eſpecially in ſuch a caſe, as this: 
where, if he be ignorant, he may paſs ſen- 


tence upon himſelf. I fear, this is no un- 


common 
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commonly received. 


common thing. One cannot be diſpoſed Dise. I. 


to inſult any man's ignorance. But when 


cenſoriouſneſſe is joined therewith, and it 


becomes troubleſome to others, it will be 


remarked. I think I have met with ſome 


good people, who have ſeverely condemn- 
ed Arians, and yet were not orthodox 


themſelves. And if they could have been. 
_ perſuaded to explain their own notion, it 
would have appeared that they were in the 


Arian ſcheme, or very near it. But they 


were too poſitive, and too well ſatisfied of 


being in the right, to hear any argument 
from thoſe, who would have debated with 
them, and led them into the merits of the 
_ controverſie. 

Diſputes about the perſon of Chriſt, 185 
the doctrine of the Trinity, as is well 
known, have been exceedingly prejudicial 
to the chriſtian cauſe and intereſt: and 
chiefly ſo, becauſe thoſe diſputes have been 
managed with too much heat: and con- 
tending parties, on both fides, have not 
been contented to diſpute and argue, and 
then leave it to every one to determine con- 
ſcientiouſly, according to the beſt of his 


| own judgement. But would impoſe their 


Sx: own 


3 


* 


4 
Nie. own ſenſe. And if they had the autho- 


The Scheme of a Trinity 


rity, and civil power on their fide, would 
require men under heavie pains and lofſes 


to profeſs, in word or writing, an aſſent 


to their opinion, whether convinced or not. 
Whereas ſerious and impartial, free and 
patient inquiries and debates, might have 
been inſtructive, and let in light: and dif- 
ferent ſentiments might have been allowed, 
without detriment either to truth or piety. 
1 hope we may now have an example of 
this kind. And that all will hear with 
patience an argument, which is intended 
to be propoſed with mildneſſe, though with 
plainneſſe, free from all reſerve and diſ- 


guiſe. | . 


In order to underſtand this text, and to 
give free ſcope to every one to judge of its 
deſign, according to ſeveral apprehenſions 
concerning the perſon of Chriſt, it will be 
needful to conſider the ſeveral ſchemes of 
Divines relating to the doctrine of the 


Trinity. For, as chriſtians among us have 


before them, beſide what is ſaid in the 
Scriptures, divers determinations upon the 
doctrine of the Trinity, in catechiſms, ar- 
ues, and a they will apply thoſe 

determina- 


n Ty NI 75 5 . In N FRED 7 


 commonty received. 8 1 


determinations to this, and other texts of Due. Ne 
Scripture. | 
I have therefore Hooks: that no me- 
thod will more directly lead to a clear 
judgement in this point, than to propoſe 
and conſider the common ſchemes, or ways 
of thinking of the Deity, which obtain 
among the profeſſed diſciples and followers 
of Jeſus. 
The firſt ſhall be that whith 5 is rec- 
koned the commonly received ſcheme, and 
called orthodox and catholic. 
In the Aſſemblie's catechiſm it is ſaid: 
There are three perſons in the Godhead, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
* Ghoſt; the ſame in ſubſtance, equal.) in 
e power and glorie,” | 
The firſt article of the Church of Tha 
land is: © There is but one living and 
ce true God, everlaſting, without body, 
parts or paſſions, of infinite power, wiſ- 
dom, and goodneſſe, the maker and pre- 
<« ſerver of all things both viſible and in- 
* viſible. And in the unity of this God- 
© head there be three perſons, of one ſub- 
ho ſtance, power, and eternity, the F ather, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt." 
4 Here, 
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The Scheme of a Trinity | 


Here, certainly, ariſeth a difficulty. How 
are we to underſtand theſe expreſſions? 


And how are they underſtood by thoſe 


who uſe them, and approve of them, and 


aſſent to them, as right ? One God, three 


perſons, the ſame in ſubſtance, equal in power 


and glorie: or of one ſubſtance, power, and 


eternity. Is it hereby meant, that there 


are three really diſtin&t minds, or intelli- 


gent agents? So we might be apt to con- 
clude from the uſe of the word perſon, and 


ſaying, that theſe three are equal. 


Nevertheleſs there are two different ſen- 
timents among thoſe, who are called or- 


. thodox. Some believe three diſtinct per- 


ſons, or beings, of the ſame ſubſtance, or 
eſſence in kind: as three men are diſtinct, 
but are of the ſame kind of ſubſtance. 
Others do not underſtand the word perſon 
in the common acceptation. They be- 
lieve only a modal diſtinction. They 
openly ſay, that in diſcourſing on the myſ- 
terie of the Trinity, they do not uſe the 
word perſon | in what is now the common 


meaning of that word. We might be diſ- 


poſed to think, that theſe went into the 
Sabeltian 


commonly received. 
. | 


only in the Deity, under three different 
denominations. But yet they deny it, and 
diſclaim Sabelliamſm, and ſpeak of it, as a 
very pernicious opinion. They ſay, that 
though the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, are not three diſtinct beings, or in- 
dividuals, there is a diſtinction, which may 
be repreſented by that of three perſons. 

Here then are two different opinions 
among thoſe who paſs for orthodox. 

And which is right? that is, which of 
theſe is the prevailing, and generally re- 
ceived opinion? I anſwer the latter; [or 
the opinion of thoſe] who hold only a 
modal diſtinction in the Trinity. This 
appears to me evident from what is called 
* the Athanaſian Creed, which is always 
allowed by thoſe who bear the denomina- 
tion of orthodox, to be the ſtandard of tho 


*I ſay cali the Athanafs ian Creed, for it is now ty 
e by learned men, that it is not the work of the 
celebrated Athanaſius, Biſhop of Alexandria, who flou- 
riſhed in the fourth centurie, but of ſome other perſon 
long after his time. Nor is it certainly known by 
whom it was compoſed. For proof of this I refer to 
the Benedictin edition of Athanaſius's Works. Tom. 
2: P. 719. XC, | . 
| B 4 true 


Sabellian ſcheme, which holds cons perſon Drse. I. 
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The Scheme f a Trinity 


true doctrine of the Trinity. It is to akis 
purpoſe : *© The catholic faith is this: 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


that we worſhip one God in Trinity 
Trinity in Unity : neither confounding 
the perſons, nor dividing the ſubſtance. 
For there is one perſon of the Father, 
another of the Son, and another of the 
Holy Ghoſt. But the Godhead of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 


"Ghoſt, is all one, the glorie equal, the 


majeſty coeternal. Such as the Father is, 
ſuch is the Son, and ſuch is,the Holy 
Ghoſt, —The Father eternal, the Son 
eternal, and the Holy Ghoſt eternal. 
And yet there are not three eternals, but 


one eternal. As alfo there are not three 


incomprehenſibles nor three uncreated, 


but one uncreated, and one incompre- 
henſible. 80 likewiſe the Father is al- 


mighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy 


Ghoſt almighty. And yet there are 


not three almighties, but one almighty. 
So the Father is God, the Son is God, 


and the Holy Ghoſt is God. And yet 


there are not three Gods, but one God.” 


According to this Creed, there are not 


three eternals, but one eternal, not three al- 


6 mi ghties, 


commonly received. 


not impoſſible, that many well meaning peo- 
ple, of lower rank, may believe a real Tri- 
nity of diſtinct intelligent beings. Yea. it 


18 likely, that this is indeed the firm belief 

and perſuaſion of great numbers of the 
vulgar ſort among Chriſtians. It may be 
alſo the ſentiment of ſome, who make no 


i ſmall figure in the learned world. 
Nevertheleſs, I do not think that to be 


what is called the commonly received doc- 


trine of the Church, This appears to me 
evident from the forecited Creed. 
Before we proceed to apply this doc- 


trine to the words of the text, it may be 


proper to obſerve ſtill more diſtinctly the 
received doctrine concerning the Son. The 
ſecond article of the Church of England is 

thus. The Son, which is the word of 
the Father, begotten from everlaſting 
of the Father, the very and eternal God, 
of one ſubſtance with the Father, took 
man's nature in the womb of the bleſſed 


virgin, 


9 
n But one almighty. 80 this; ſeems Dise. & 
to me. However, let every man judge for © 
himſelf. And let every man who thinks 
himſelf orthodox, examine himſelf by this 
Creed: whether he is ſo, or not. For it is 


5 The Scheme of 4 Trinity 


Dise. I. © virgin, of her ſubſtance + ſo that two 
W hole and perfect natures, that is, the 
© Godhead and Manhood, were joined ' 
te together in one perſon, never to be di- 
« vided. Whereof 1s one Chrift, very 
% God, and very Man: who waly ſuffer- 
« ed, was dead, and buried. 
I have taken the words of that le 
chat I may be ſure to avoid all miſrepre- 
ſentation, and that there ** be no ſuſpi- 
cion of it. e „ 
Let us now obſerve the explication =. 2 
the text, agreeably to this ſcheme. Which 
E ſhall take in the words of a pious* an- 
notator. *©* Let this mind be in you, which 
das alſo in Chrift Jeſus. As Chriſt de- 
“ nied himſelf for you, ſo ſhould you for 
* others. Who being in the form of God, 
„ thought it not robberie to be equal with 
<« God: that is, who being the eſſential _ 
image of the Father, and enjoying the | 
e divine eſſence and nature, with all its 
_« glorie, knew, that it was no uſurpation 
c in him, to account himſelf ſo, and 
« carry himſelf as ſuch. But made him- 
4 ſelf 4 no reputation. Yet he emptied 
„ himſelf 


* Mr, Samuel Clark's Annotations upon the place, 


commonly received. 11 


c Disc. I. 
* himſelf of that divine nöd and ma- F 


« jeſty, by hiding it in the vail of his 
« fleſh : and rooꝶ upon him the form of a 
& ſervant : that is, the quality and condi- 
* tion of a mean perſon, not of ſome 
% great man. And was made in the hke- 
&« nefſe of men: that is, ſubject to all the 
<« frailties and infirmities of human na- 
ce ture, ſin only excepted. And being 
« found in faſhion as a man, he humbled 
« himfelf., By what appeared to all, and 
by the whole tenour of his carriage, he 
« was found to be a true man. And be- 
came obedient unto death, even unto the 
death of the croſſe. He manifeſted his 
_ &. obedience, as in all other particulars, ſo 
ec in reſigning up himſelf to death, the 
« death of the croſſe, the moſt cruel, con- 
+ temptible, and accurſed death. Jhere- 
e fore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and 
* given him a name, which is above every 
name. Whereupon God advanced his 
human nature to the higheſt degree of 
© glorie, and has given him honour, au- 
« thonity, and majeſty above all created 


be excellence.” 


AN 


c 


Upon 
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Dre. 1. Upon this interpretation it is eaſy to re- 
>. that it does not ſeem exactly to an- 
{ver the Apoſtle's expreſſions. It ſuppoſes 
two things to be ſpoken of, firſt the 
| Deity, then the humanity of Jeſus, I ſay, 
it is ſuppoſed, that the Apoſtle firſt ſpeaks 
of Chriſt's being of the divine nature and 
_  effence, and therein humbling himſelf. And 
the human nature is exalted. Whereas 
the Apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak all along of one = 
thing or perſon. Let this mind be in you, | 
which was. alſo in Chriſt Feſus,. who made 1 
bimſelf of no reputation... M herefore God 
alſo has highly exalted him, and given bim a 
name above every name, that at the name of 
| Jeſus every knee fhould bow. He who had 
1 humbled himſelf is exalted. Nor can true 
| Deity either be abafed or rewarded. 
'. There is therefore no ſmall difficulty in 
applying the commonly received opinion 
concerning Chriſt, as God, of the ſame 
ſabſtance, and equal with the F ather, to 
this text. Or, it is not ealy to reconcile 
the doctrine of the Apoſtle in this place, 
and the commonly received OPINION CON= 
cerning the Trinity. | 


= was 


5 eommonly received. 805 


I ſhall now conchide with cheſs two 
remarks. Ft 


"I 


Disc. I. 
— 


I. The een W doctrine of 


the Trinity, which is reckoned orthodox, 
and the doctrine of the Church, is obſcure. 


Indeed it is generally acknowledged to be 


very myſterious. And it appears to be fo 
from the authentic aceounts which have 
been now given of it. For it ſaid, that 


there are three perſons in the Godbead, the 


Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: and 


they are ſaid to be equal in power and glorie. 


Which expreſſions ſeem to intimate, that 
there are three diſtinct beings, and minds. 


But yet, on the other hand it is as plainly 


ſaid, that there is but one eternal aud ofie 
almighty. At 4 


Theſe exprclſicns..1 muſt be allowed: to 


repreſent an obſcure doctrine. Some have 
ſaid, that it is contradictorie. 


All I affirm is, that it is obſcure, and 
difficult to be conceived and underſtood, if 


it be not abſolutely incomprehenſible. 


II. Secondly, I would obſerve, that obs. 


ſcure doctrines ought not to be made ne- 


ceſſarie to ſalvation. They who conſider 


the general * and great deſign of 
| — me 


14 
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The Scheme of a Trinity 
the preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
to all ſorts of men, in order to bring them 
to repentance, and holineſſe, and thereby 


to everlaſting happineſſe, by the good will 
and appointment of God, will be eaſily 


led to think, that there ſhould not be any 


doctrines, neceſſarie to be believed, which 
are of ſuch a nature, that the moſt meta- 


| taphyſical and philoſophical minds can 


ſcarcely know what they are, or reconcile 
them to reaſon. Therefore the commonly 
received doctrine of the Trinity, if it be 
obſcure, ſhould not be made a neceſſarie 


article of a Chriſtian's faith. And yet 


this is the introduction to the Athanaſian 


5 Creed : © Whoſoever will be ſaved, before 


« all things it is neceſſarie, that he hold 
« the Catholic faith. Which faith, ex- 
te cept every. one do keep whole and unde- 
ce filed, without doubt he ſhall periſh 
* everlaſtingly. And the Catholic faith 
ce js this, that we worſhip one God in 

« Trinity, and Trinity in unity :” and 
the reſt. And the more fully to enforce 


the neceſlity of this doctrine, it is repeated 


again at the end, * Thus 1s the catholic 
| . 
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commonly received. —_ 1 


« faith. Which except a man believe Disc. I. 
e faithfully, he cannot be fav . 
This, and other like Creeds, are e ted 

in almoſt all the eſtabliſned articles and 

liturgies in Chriſtendom. 

But is not this teaching ucharitable- 
neſs by authority? And, if any join in 
ſuch offices of religion, whilſt they believe 
not the Creeds, which they recite, or are 
ſuppoſed to recite; they are made to paſs 
ſentences of condemnation N thenk: 46 
ſelves. | 
How great, anz! 18 5 prirhhege to be 

at liberty to chooſe our religion, and that 

way of worſhip, which upon a ſerious 
conſideration, and after careful and impar- 
tial examination, we think to be reaſonable, 
_—_ and ga 70-79 ont: 
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5 PHILIP, ü. 5. 11. 5 
Tet this mind be in you, which was alſo . 
Criſt . And n follows. 


Dre. . IN a lite ditpurſt on this text, J ſtated 
2 and conſidered the commonly received 
opinion concerning the Trinity, and the 
perſon of Chriſt in particular. 

now intend to conſider another ſenti- 
merit concerning the perſon of Chriſt, and 
conſequently alſo concerning the Trinity. 
Some, then, ſuppoſe;” the Son to be a 

ſpirit, or intelligent agent, ſubordinate, 
and inferior to the Father. They think, 

that this is what is meant by the Word, 
ſpoken of by St. John, at the beginning 
of his Goſpel, In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God: or a God, as they would 
tranſlate: not the ſame with the Father, or 
equal to him, or of the ſame nature and 
eſſence : but ſaid to be God, on account 


of 
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of his great excellence and power, derived Dise. II. 
to him by the will of the Father. All 
things were made by him, that is, by him 
under the Father, as his inſtrument, and 
by his appointment. And without bim 
was not any thing made that was made.- 
To the like purpoſe they underſtand and 
explain Col: i. 15. 16. 1 ho is the image of 
the tnvifible'' God, the firſl born of every 
creature; Hor by him weve all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
vi/ble and invifible ; Whether they. be thrones, 
or. dominions, or principalities, or pers. 
All things vere created by him, and for him. 
Which words are thus paraphraſed' by * 
an ingenious and learned Commentator, 
of the ſentiment, which I am now endea- 
vouring to repreſent as fairly as may be... 
e fince he is the moſt lively viſible image 
of the Father who is the inviſible God, 
e and is the firſt being that was derived 
„from him. And that he muſt be the 
<« firſt derived from him, is from hence 
«evident, that all other beings were de- 
ce rivedfrom God the primary and ſupreme 
„ cauſe of all, through this his Son, by 
© © whom, 


* Mr. James Peirce, 
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Dre. II. c hom, as their immediate author, all 


= things were created, that are in heaven, J 
1 or that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, 

l 88 whether they be thrones, or dominions, 

| „ principalities, or powers. All things 


*© were created by him, and to be in ſub- 
« jeErion to him. He therefore muſt be 
before all things. And by him all 
« things are preſerved. And he 1 18 the 
* head of the Church, which is his 
„ body.” x | 
e Nebrzi. 1. 2. God - bath in theſe 2 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom, 
alſo he made the Worlds. In his notes upon 
theſe laſt words, the ſame learned Expoſi- 
tor ſays: © As from other places it appears, 
« that Chriſt was employed in making the 
* world, ſo this ſeems moſt agreeable to 
the ſcope of the writer of. the epiſtle to- 
e the Hebrews. His intention appears to 
*© be, to give the loftieſt and moſt noble 
- account of his greatneſs and dignity, | 
e abſtractedly from what he proceeds to 
* afterwards; the honour conferred upon 
him at his reſurrection. Now ſince he 
Fr io — mentions that which may 
** ſeem 


c 


* 


888 —_ 
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©« ſeem a leſs inſtance of his greatneſs, Dise. II. 


c 


La, 


c bable, that he would omit that which 


that he upholds all things; it is not pro- 


IP 


< was greater, God's creating the worlds 


cc by him.“ 


Of the Word, or Son of God, theſe 


5 learned men do alſo mera underſtand 
Prov. viii. 22. 317. 
Well, then, the Son, 4 Pa 


to this ſcheme, the firſt derived being, and 


God having made the world by him: 


what was the ſtation, what the employ- 
ment, what the dignity of the Son of 
God, before his incarnation? 

The learned Annotator before quoted, 


in his notes upon Philip. ii. 9. ſays: The 


FSceriptures ſeem to repreſent this to have 


<< been the ſtate of things antecedently to 


our Saviour's coming into the world: 
_ * that God allotted to the angels pro- 


te vinces and dominions, one being ap- 


« pointed to preſide over one country, 
cc and another another.. The places, as 
« evidences of this, are all taken out of 


« Dan. x. where is related a viſion of an 


an gel ſent to Daniel in the third year of 
Cyrus King of Perſia... Thus he ſpeaks 
„ - 


20 


Disc. II. 
; 60. but lo, Michael,” one, or the firſt of the 
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« v. T Es N of the kingdom * 
ve: Pp, a will hol me one and Proonty days : 


ce chief Princes came t0 help” me... After- 


* wards, in the two laſt verſes of that 


"ee chapter, the fame angel fays : © Now twill 


* 
A 


J return to fight with the 7 prince "of Perjia. 
And when I am gone JOE, bo; the prince 


of Graecia hall come. But T will ſhew 
e thee what i 7s noted i in the Scripture bf truth. 


. And there i is none "that holdeth 407th me in 


« theſe things, but M ichael your prince. 
« 80 that, as this learned writer proceeds, 
« we have here the prince of Perf; 2, the 


prince of Graecia, and the prince of 
Bb Jes, ſpoken of. And what reaſon 
can we have to queſtion,” whether the | 
like was not the caſe of the other coun- 
= treys, that they had in like manner 
« their reſpective preſidents or princes ? 


> This leads us farther to conſider the 


cc ſtate of our Saviour himſelf before his 


"I Incarnation; . As the heathen nations 


« were committed to other angels, the 


Iraelites were committed to Chriſt, who 


was the angel of the covenant, or of 
« God's 
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* God's coyenanted ere 80 thatl learn- 
ed writer. 


There may be düfferent conceptions e con- 
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Gig — 


cerning Chriſt, among thoſe, who muſt 


be allowed to be in the main of this opi- 


nion. They all ſuppoſe the Word, or Son 


of God, to be a being diſtinct from God 
the F ather, ſubordinate and inferior to 
him. But ſome may aſeribe to him higher 
dignity than others. [And] we have juſt 
now ſeen, that one and the ſame perſon, 
who thinks that all things were made by 
the Son, ſuppoſeth him before his incar- 
nation to have had only, or chiefly, the 


care and government of the Jewiſh people 
allotted to him: whilſt other angels were 


appointed preſidents or princes of other 


nations and countreys. 


One thing ought to be added here, They 


who are of this ſentiment do generally. 


ſuppole, that this great being, the Word, 


the Son of God, upon our Saviour's con- 


ception and birth, animated the body. pre- 


pared. for him. So that our, Saviour had 
not, properly, a human ſoul. But the 
Word, the Son of A ſupplied the "pom 
of a ſoul. nebifis a2 af; | 18 
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The Spirit, or Holy Ghoſt, the learned 
men of this ſentiment, J preſume, take to 
be a being, or intelligent agent, inferior 
in power and perfection, not only to God 
the Father, but likewiſe to the Son of God. 

According to theſe therefore the Father 
is the one ſupreme God over all, abſolutely 
eternal, underived, ee inde- 


| pendent. 


The Son is the firſt derived bein g from 
the Father, and under him employed in 
creating, and alſo preſerving and uphold- 
ing the world, with, as ſome ſay, an 
eſpecial allotment of the preſidentſhip over 
the people of Iſrael. 

The Spirit is a third perſon, alſo derived 
from the Father, and of power and per- 
fection inferior to the Son. 

I have endeavoured to give here, as well 
as elſewhere, a true repreſentation. If I 
have miſtaken, it is not done willingly and 


deſignedly. And I ſhall be "ny to be 


better informed. 
Let us now apply fs fcheme to the 
text: or ſee, how it is explained by the 


favourers of this ſentiment. And I hope 
to have here — the aſſiſtance of the ſame 


learned 
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learned Divine and Commentator, who has Duge. H 


been quoted already ſeveral times. 
V. 5, 6. Let tbis mind be in you, ⁊ubich 
was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: who being in 
the form of God; thought it not robberie 
to be equal with God. Ye ought to be 
« of ſuch a kind and benclicens, of ſuch. 
« a humble and condeſcending diſpoſition, 
as Chriſt Jeſus himſelf was: who being 
ein the form or likeneſs of God, was not 
<*« eager in retaining that likeneſs to God.” 

The form of God is farther explained in 
this manner p. 26. * He was in the form 
« or likeneſs, of God, upon account of 
that authority, dominion, and power, 
„ with which he was entruſted, and which. 
« heexerciſed antecedently to his coming 
into the world. —Qur Saviour antece- 
« dently. to his incarnation, having the 
Jews committed to him of God, and 
being prince of that people, or the King 
of Iſrael, was in the form and likeneſs 
2 0 

Who being in the form or likeneſs of 

God, was not eager in retaining that 
i by to God. But on the contrary 


« he A himſelf of that form of God, 
C4 "> M _ 
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taking upon him a very different form 

« or likeneſs, even that of a ſervant, 

» when, he was made in the likeneſs of 

ner | Se Fas | 
And for explaining this laſt particular 

it is added by the ſame interpreter in his 

| notes: If it be here inquired, why does 

St. Paul ſay, he was in the likeneſs of 
nen? Was he not truly and properly 
a man? The anſwer is eaſy, that men 
«. ſignifies ſuch animated bodies as ours —— 
« are, inhabited each by a rational ſoul. - 
« And fo, as to his body, he was in all 
5 reſpects a man, juſt as we are, he having 

* taken part with us in fleſh and blood, = Th 
„and having a body prepared for him. { 
% The /tkeneſs therefore belongs not to 
that, but to the other part of man, the 
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N voll, the rational ſpirit: where- 

| <« in he was vaſtly more than man, the 

| Word or Logos, that was in the form f 
| <« of God, being ſo tranſcendently ſuperior 

| to the moſt noble ſoul, that ever inha- 

| | e bite any other human fleſh.” | 

| And being found in faſhion as à man, 

| « He humbled himſelf, and became obedient to 

| | - death, even the death of the croſs. And 


though 
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tion, yet he did not ſtop at that: but 


when he was [actually] in the ſame con- 
dition and ſtate with men, he humbled 
himſelf yet farther by becoming obe- 
dient to God unto death, and that too 


the death of the croſs, which was at- 


tended with the greateſt een as 


well as torment.” . 15 
1 Wherefore God alh 1 
hi ghly exalted him, and given him a name, 


«vhich is above every name, that at the 


name of Jeſus every hnee Should bow, f 


things in heaven, and things on earth, and 
things under the earth: and that every 


tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chrift- is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father.” And' 


upon this account God has advanced 
him higher than before, and freely be- 


ſtowed on'him an authority, that” is 
ſuperior to what he ever granted to 
any other: that by virtue of the autho® 

rity of Jeſus all ſhould be conftrained to 


ſubmit to God: whether they are hea- 


venly or earthly [beings], or ſuch” as 


are under the earth: and that every tongue 
« ſhould 


t 25 2 


though his becoming man was a great Drsc- II. 


inſtance of humility and condeſcen- X 


1 
| 
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Disc. H. 8 that Jeſus Chriſt is, 
by chis gift of God, Lord of all, e 
glory of God the Father.“ 
This exaltation, or or ſuperior exaltation 
of Chriſt above. what he had before, is 
illuſtrated by the ſame learned expoſitor in 
his notes after this manner: When our 
„Lord came into the world, he laid afide. 
<« that form of God, he was in before, 
and was made for a little time, that is, 
« till his reſurrection, lower than the \, 
e angels, they ſtill: continuing their domi- 
„ nion, while he parted with his. At. 
*.our Lord's reſurrection an entire change 
e was made in this ſtate of things, and 
* an end was put to this rule of angels: 
« they themſelves, together with all na- 
tions, were put under one head, even 
« Chnſt, whoſe authority and power was 
then ſo highly advanced above what it 
«© was before; he being entruſted: with an 
e univerſal. dominion, and all that were 
* rulers and governors before being made 
his ſubjects and miniſters.” 
I have been the longer in repreſenting - 


this ſcheme, that I _ ſhew it to as 
much 


c 


* 


7 


A 
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much advantage as poſſible. And 
ſhall propoſe ſome objections' to it. 

One obſervation, which I mention 
the firſt place, relates to a particular 
article in this ſcheme. 

It is not reaſonable, that the Word, the 
Son of God, the firſt derived being, who 
had been employed under God the Father 
in making all things, ſhould, ſome time 
after the world was made, have ſo limited 
dominion and authority, as to be the pre- 
ſident and governour of the Jewiſh people 
only: whilſt other angels had like power 
and dominion over other 8 and 
countreys. 

What reaſon can 1 aſſigned, why the 
being, who under God the Father had 
been creator of all things, viſible and m- 

viſible, ſhould be put quite, or well nigh, 
upon a level with his creatures? There is 
no ground, from reaſon or ſcripture, to 
believe any voluntarie or impoſed humili- 
ation of the Son of God before his in- 
carnation. 

1 might hkewiſe aſk what Kalbe can be 
aſſigned, why any good angels ſhould, 
after our Lord's reſurrection and aſcention, 


The Ir Scheme. 


Dise. ui be 0 of any advantages, which they- 
before enjoyed? For it may be well fup= 
6! poſed, that if they were acquainted with 
05 our Lord's tranſactions here on carth, by! 
0 the will of the Father, for the good of 
„ mankind, they approved, admired, and 
applauded them. And ſome of the angels 
may have been, yea were employed in at- 
tending upon, and nens to 1 2 
whilſt he dwelt on this earth. „ g 
However this may be inckdnod 15 ne 
to be an exception only to the ſcheme 
of the learned Commentator before eited. 
I therefore place theſe:obſervations: there: 4 
themſelves. | 
hut for the preſent, ſetting that ade. | 
all, 'I-think; who are in this ſcheme, that 
the Word, the Son of God, is a diſtindt 
being, inferior to God the Father, ſuppoſe, 
that he was employed unden God the Fa + 
ther, in creating the heavens, and the _ Z 
earth, and all things that are therein: 
that afterwards he was incarnate, humbled. 
himſelf, ſuffered, and died, and was exalted. 
Againſt this ſcheme then, as diſtinguiſh- | 
ed from the foregoing eat (though > Ml 


. 
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ſuppoſition, ) J object; as follows. 
I. The Lord Jeſus, in the New Teſta- 


ment is often ſpoken of às @ nan. Which 
means a being with a reaſonable ſoul and 


human body. But, if the Word, a tran- 


ſeendently great and excellent ſpirit, far 
ſuperior to human ſouls, animated the 
body of Jeſus, a8. A ſoul, then our Lord 


was not, properly ſpeaking, a man: though 
this be often ſaid in ſeripture, and ſpoken 


of as a thing of importance. ] do not 


nom allege any texts by way of proof. 
There may be occaſion to e them 
diſtinctly in another place. -3 Deis THO 

2. It appears to be an coped bldg atid 


incongruity, that any ſpirit, except an hu- 
man ſoul, ſhould animate. a human body. 
It would, I apprehend, be an incongruity 


not paralleled i in any of the works of God, 
of which we have any knowledge. 


3 3. Jeſus Chriſt, 48 We evidently know | 


from his hiftorie in the Goſpels, had all 
the innocent, ſinleſs infirmities of the hu- 
man nature. He was wearie with jour- 


neyings, he hungered, and had thirſt, he 
needed the refreſhment of food, and of reſt, 


1 _ 


" 
thathas' hen intbödueed as a plauſible Disc. II. 
— 


30 | The * Scheme. 


[ Dise. II. or ſleep: and he endured. pain, and at 
| PP TY Tn times Fine affliction and grief, and 
; On But is cc not have been, . 
11 wy body of Jeſus to have been animated 
| by ſo: tranſcendently powerful and active 
a ſpirit, as the Word, or the Son of God, 
in this ſcheme is ſuppoſed to be. He 
could not have been diminiſhed, or weak- 
ened thereby. Suppoſing ſuch an union 
of ſo great a ſpirit with a human body, it 5 
would fwallow it up. I mean, that ſpirit 
would not be ſtraitened, and confined, or 
diminiſhed by the body, but would infuſe 
vigour and activity into the body: ſo that 
it would be no longer liable to the weak- 
neſſes, to which human bodies, actuated 
only by human fouls, are incident. How 
| can a ſpirit, creator of all things under 
mW - God the Father, be ſtraitened and incom- 
M1 moded by ſo ſmall a portion of matter, 
which was originally created by him? Will 
0 the reſidence of ſo great a ſpirit in a hu- 
=. man body make no alteration ? Shall that 
| body be. {till as feeble, as liable to wants, 
and 
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and as ſenſible to pain, as an ordinarie Dre. H. 
body, which has only a human ſoull!? 
4. We do not perceive the Lord Jeſus, | 
to inſiſt upon his pre- exiſtent greatneſſe 
and glorie, as an argument of obedience to 
his doctrine. He does not repreſent him- 
ſelf to thoſe who were his hearers, as their 
creator under God. But he ſays, that 
the Father bad ſent him, that he acted by 
commiſſion under God, and that the Fa- 
= ther had ſealed him, by the miraculous 
works, which he had enabled him to do, 
and that he had authority 4 from Ws to do 
and teach as he did. 
5. If ſo glorious a being, as the Word, 
or Son of God is repreſented to be in this 
ſcheme, had taken upon himſelf a human 
| body, and ſubmitted to animate, and act 
in it, as a ſoul: that condeſcenſion would 
have been clearly and frequently ſhewn, 
and inſiſted -on in the Golpels and Epiſ- 
tles. It would have been as much enlarged 
upon, as our Lord's reſurrection and aſ- 
cention. But there are no clear texts aſ- 
ſerting this: none but what are capable of 
another ſenſe, and are better nm 
in a different manner. 


« In 
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Disc. II. 6, In this way Jeſus Chriſt is no exam- 
ple of imitation to us. For no ſuch thing, 
| as the condeſcenſion juſt repreſented, is 
required of us. We are not taught to be 
willing to deſcend into ſome inferior ſpe- 
8 f cies of beings, and therein to be debilitated, 
W and incommoded, and loſe all our rationa- 
i h | | lity, for a while at leaſt. But what we 
4 are taught is, that we ſhould act modeſtly 
and meekly in the condition aſſigned *. 
and in which God has made us. 
7. If the body of Jeſus had been ani- 
mated by ſo great a ſpirit, as its ſoul: 
there would have been nothing at all ex- 
traordinarie in his reſurrection and aſcen- 
tion. And yet how does the Apoſtle la- 
; bour in deſcribing this great inſtance of 
A! divine power? Eph. i. 19. 20. that ye may 
Rs | - know, what is the exceeding greatneſſe of his f 
#1 : Potver to uſward, who believe, according to 
1 by the working of his mighty power : which he 0 
. erougbt in Chriſt, when he raiſed him. from 
the dead, and ſet him at his owon right hand 
11 in the heavenly places. But what is there 
extraordinarie in it, that a being, who un- 
der God had made the world, ſhould be 


miſed up, and aſcend, and be ſeated in the 
heavenly 
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before? 4 led 
8. Paige more: © this: alan of the 


tranſcendent glorie and power of Chriſt 


before his coming into the world, is in- 
conſiſtent with the repreſentation given 
throughout Scripture of his exaltation af- 
ter his death; as a reward of his humility 
and obedience upon earth. For the text, 
agreeably to many others, ſays: Wherefore 
God alſs hath-highly exalted him. But there 


is no exaltation, to which any being can 
be advanced, that would exceed what the 


Creator was entitled to, as ſuch. Has he 
not, as Creator, under God, of all things 
viſible and inviſible, a natural right to do- 
minion and authority over them, and to 
precedence before and above all others? 


How then could dominion and authority 


over all things be the reward of Chriſt's 
humility, and patience, and other virtues 


here on earth? 
What adds weight to this e 


is, that this doctrine weakens, and even 
deſtroys the argument ſet before us to hu- 


mility and meekneſſe, which is taken from 
the exaltation of Jeſus. For according to 


D ; it, 
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heavenly ples, here he, had been long Disc. II. 
— 
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Disc. IM. jt, he has no advancement, and; indeed 
could have no advancement, after all. he 
had done here, but what 10 was e | 
to without it. © 

I muſt not ſtay to ſtate wid WEI FRY 
2 ne But there is one text, ſo likely 
to occur to the thoughts of many, that it 
may be beſt to take notice of it. It is in 
0 prayer recorded John xvu. where at 
ver. 5. is this petition of our Lord. And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with the glo- 
rie, which I had -with thee before the world | 
was. If any ſhould urge this text, as an 
objection againſt ſome things juſt ſaid, I 
would anſwer : The moſt likely meaning 
of theſe words is to this purpoſe. Our , | 
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8 | Lord was here approaching to the affecting 
F ſcene of his laſt ſufferings, and the conclu- 
1 ſion of his life here on earth, in which he 


1 had acted with great zeal and faithfulneſſe 


1 for the glorie of God, and the good ß 
#1 men. And having fo fulfilled the com- 

| | miſſion given him, he ſolemnly and hum- 

„ bly addreſſes God, ſaying, I have glorified 

. thee on earth. I have finiſhed the work, 

f which thou gaveſt me to do. And now, O 

| CO S thou me with the glorie, which 
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ſlain, before the foundation of the world, 


Eph. i. 4. According as he has choſen us 


in him, before the Joundati on of the world. 
Col, iii. 3. Your life is hid with Chriſt in 
God. See alſo Eph. iii. 9. and Matth. 
xxv. 34. and other like places. So the 


glorie, which was to be the reward of what 
| Jeſus ſhould do on earth, was always with 
God. It was with him, in his purpoſe : 


hid with him, before the world was. To the 
like effect St. Auguſtin + very largely. 


And if there is any reward annexed to our 
Lord's ſervices and ſufferings here on 


ai bx; earth, 
Cum ergo viderct illius prædeſtinatæ ſuz clarifi- 

cationis veniſſe jam tempus, ut et nunc heret in reddi- 
tione, quod fuerat in prædeſtinatione jam factum, ora- 


vit, dicens: Et nunc clariſica me tu Pater apud teipſum 


claritate, quam habui priuſquam mundus efſet, apud te: 
tanquam diceret, claritatem quam habui apud te, id 


eſt; illam claritatem, quam habui apud te in prædeſti- 


natione tua, tempus eſt, ut apud te habeam etiam vivens 
in dextera tua. In Joan. Evang. Cap, II. e 
105. p. 8. Tom. 3. Bened. P. 2. 
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7 had with thee, before the _ WAS * that Due, 1 L 
is, which had been always, and from oe 
beginning deſigned for me. So Rev. xiii. 

8. the lamb ſlain, that is deſigned to be 


"#1 36 We Arian Scheme. 

1 pise. II. earth, (as certainly there is,) very proba- 
45 bly that is what is here intended. 
45 | Theſe things I have now propoſed to 


Sou conſideration. 1 do not diate. But 
let it be conſidered, whether this ſcheme 


if be not attended with difficulties. Many 
| pious and learned men may have taken it 


up, for avoiding difficulties in the com- 
monly received doctrine. Nevertheleſs this 
alſo may be found to have difficulties, that 


=_—_ muſt weaken the perſuaſion of its truth „ 
Fi and probability. Ny | 
az God willing, T intend to leiht ano- 
[ L | ther opinion hereafter. For the preſent I 
| 5 | ſhall conclude with the following remarkks. 
| = We may hence receive inſtruction. We 1 
＋ ' mould not be too much opinionated of A 
Af ſelves, becauſe we know more truths than 
1 others. Let us rather ſuppoſe that we 
1 may be miſtaken : ſenſible, that in many if, 
| points of ſpeculation there are difficulties, 
| which may be overlooked by us: and that 
[| our ſcheme may be liable to objections, 
which we have not obſerved. Neither all 
| wiſdom, nor all truth is monopolized by 
any one man, or ſect of men. He who 


has 
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has gained truth fairly, by impartial and Disc. II. 
uo 


laborious examination and inquirie, 


be under little temptation to inſult or de- 
ſpiſe others, whom he thinks to be in er- 
rour or ignorance, if they be but open to 


conviction. He knows, that things ap- 
pear in different lights to different perſons, 
and to the ſame perſon at different times. 
He has, perhaps, been poſitive in ſome 
points, which he has afterwards ſeen to be 


| miſtaken opinions; though he was all the 


while ſincere. He muſt therefore allow 
the innocence of errour in ſome caſes, 
Let us not be too deſirous, that others 


ſhould agree with us in opinion. Let us 


love and honour them, if they are honeſt 
and virtuous : which many may be, who 
are not of the ſame ſentiment with us, 
and ſee not things in the ſame light that 
we do. If we deſire to experience mode- 


ration from others, let us ſhew it our- 


ſelves, as there is occaſion. Let not our 


faith, or knowledge, or opinion of it, pro- 


duce arrogance and cenſoriouſneſſe. But 
as St, James directs ; If we are wiſe men, 
and endued with — let us ſhew 
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Due. Il. out of a good converſation our works 
. 2 
with meekneſſe of wiſdom. Ja. iii. 13. 0 
1 i pious and virtuous converſation, and by 
j meekneſſe of behaviour towards others, 


LY 


— 


W * 
— —— ———_— 


Ci 
{ © F\ 
„ - . 
5 
* 8928 - 
„ 
Fa 1 
5 8 
£ , 
= 
. . 
1 
« # : * 
L s 
. 
r 
* 
Py Fg 


— 
1 


1 
125 0 
1 ; 
$92 
$4 
| Py 
(%4 x 
wo 3 
> 4 ; 
: 
P * 
* 
? 
a 
* 
2 
* 
i / 
. 
* 
* 
* 
i 
I 
— * 
It 
1 
. 
1 
= 
4 * 0 
a 
* 
- 
5 
4 
— = 1 
7 
s 


; . þ ö * * 
x . * 8 oY 4 „ os : WS # : > 7 : i A; : 
. | {4 0 : » £ 14 5 0 4 
; 1 : : 18 4 1 FR ; You ＋ 
* FF 7 1 * 8 f E 4 : s 
FR x 4 oy ff 8 > * 1 * * ” y 3 by | ” f 
N : . \ . : : # * 4 : 
8 - & U » * % 
C * 


„ I. Ec... 


Let this mind be in you, which was ag d 
Chriſt Jeſus. And what follows. 


T HAVE propoſed to explain this text Dise. III. 
1 largely and diſtinctly. And though OBE 
this deſign may lead me to be ſomewhat _ 
controverſial, and to treat ſome points, 
which are, and long have been diſputed 
among Chriſtians; I have hoped that I 
ſhould have no reaſon to decline freedom 
and plainneſſe of expreſſion. It is very 
common for men in public, as well as 
private diſcourſes, to aſſert their own ſen- 
timent, and to refute, or do what lies in 
their power, to refute the ſchemes and 
ſentiments of others. Nor is it uncom- 
mon for men of low rank and condition, 
to think themſelves capable judges of what 
are reckoned the moſt ſublime and myſte- 
rious doctrines, and to paſs ſentences, not 
very favourable, upon thoſe who are of a 
3 different 
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Due. III. differen t mſely s. There 
t opinion from the e 


cannot be then, I apprehend; any ſuffici- 
ent reaſon to condemn an attempt to re- 
preſent in a fair and impartial manner 


divers ſentiments concerning the Deity, 


and the perſon of Chriſt, together with 


| the. reaſons and arguments by which they 


are ſupported. - | 

I have already conſidered two ſchemes, i 
concerning the Deity, and a Trinity, and the 
perſon of Chriſt: one, that which is 
reckoned the commonly received opinion, 


or orthodox: the other ſometimes called 


Arianiſim. The third, to be now conſi- 
dered, is ſometimes called the doctrine of 
the Unitarians or the Nægareans. Theſe 
believe, that-there is one God he: even 
the Father, eternal, - almighty, poſſeſſed 
of all perfections without any defects, or 


limits, unchangeable, the creator of all 
things viſible and inviſible, the ſupreme 


Ld and Governour of the world, whoſe 
providential care upholds all things, who 


ſpoke to the Patriarchs in the early ages of 


the world, to the people of Iſrael by Mo- 
ſes, and other Prophets, and-1n theſe later 


ages of the world to all mankind by Jeſus 


Chr ilt, 
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Chriſt, and by him will diſtribute” een Dise. III. 


recompences to all — to i be- 
| Hanour4 in this world. rep 


For farther illuſtrating” this poli: it 


will be proper to ſhew more diſtinctly the 
opinion of thoſe perſons concerning God 
the Father, or the divine Unity, the per- 
ſon of Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit. 


Firſt concerning God the Father, or the 


Divine Unity. Which appears to be the 


doctrine of the Old and New Tet 


from the beginning to the end. 


Moſes, the Jewiſh Lawgiver, and their 
greateſt Prophet, before the goſpel diſpen- 


ſation, - begins his five books with an ac- 
count of the creation of the world. 

The firſt of the ten commandments, 
delivered with ſo great ſolemnity to the 
Jewiſh people, ſoon after their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage, and before they 
were put into poſſeſſion of Canaan, as a 
diſtin& and independent nation and people, 
is: I am the Lord thy God, who brought 
bee out of the Land of Egypt, out of the 
houſe of bondage. Thou fhalt have no other 
| Gods before me: that is before my face, 

in 


* Exod, xx. 1. 2. 


3 
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Dise. ME. in my ſight, to which all things are open, 
from whom no deviation from this law 
can be hid, and will be overlooked, and 
unreſented. In the fourth of thoſe ten 
laws or commandment, it is ſaid: + Re- 
member the ſabbath day to keep it holy... Fur 
in fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the ſea, and all that in __ 15, ond T fed the 
a 4. nile tro 
After the rehearſal af thoſe. nk 
ments, and other things, in the book of 
Deuteronomie it is ſaid: + Hear, 0 tre, 
the Lord our God 1s one — | 
Pſ. Ixxxiii. 18. That men may know, 
that thou, whoſe name alone is Jebovab, art 
the moſt high over all the earth. + 
If. xl. 28. Haſt thou not known, haſt 
thou not heard, that the everlaſting God, the 
creator of the ends f the earth,  fainteth 
not, nor is Wwearte. | 
If. xliv. 6. Thus ſaith the . the | 
king of Iſrael, and his Redeemer, the Lord 
of hoſts: I am the firſt, and I am the laſt. 
And befide me there is no God... ver. 8. Is 
there a God befide me? Yea, there is no 
God. T know not any, v. 24. Thus ſaith 
| the 


+ Ver. 10. 11. t Deut. vi. 4. 
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bee from the wumb: I am the Lord tan 


maketh' all things, that ftretcheth forth the. 
heavens alone, that Spreadeth ee the . 


by myſelf. . 


Such, then, 1s the ae of the 0¹⁴ : 


Teſtament. There is one God, even J 


hovah, eternal, unchangeable, the creator. 


of the heavens and the earth, and all 
things therein, the Lord, God, and HG 


of Iſrael. 
Let us now obſerve the doctrine of Pi 


New Teſtament, which, if from heaven, 
cannot be different, but muſt be e 
nious with that of the n 


Matth. iv. 9. 10. When Satan tempt 


ed our Lord, and ſaid: All theſe things 


vill I give thee, if thou wilt fall down. and 
goorſhip me. Feſus faid unto him : Get tbee 


hence, Satan. For it is written, Thou * ſhalt | 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him * 4 
thou ſerve. 


Mark it. 28....34: | 1 one of | _ 


feribes came,...and aſred him: Which is the 
firs commandment of all? And Teſus an- 


U wered him: The fr of al the command- 
ments 


* gee Deut. vi. 13. & x. 20. 
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Disc. III. ments is: Hear * O Jfrael, the Lord our 
—— Ged'is one Lord. And thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy flrength. 
This is the firſ® commandment. . And the 
ſeribe ſaid unto him: Well, Maſter, thou 
baſt ſaid the truth. For there is one God; 
and there is none other but be.... And when 
Jeſus ſaw that he anſwered diſcreetly, be 
ſaid + Thou art not far . the ee 
9 
Luke xviii. 18. 1 9. And a certain rater 
aſked him, ſaying : Good Maſter, what ſhall 
J do, to inherit eternal life ? And Jeſus ſaid 
unto him: Why calleſt thou me good? There 
is none good, ſave one, that is God. 
John xvii. 1...3. Theſe words ſpake 
Jeſus, and lift up bis eyes to heaven, and 
faid: Father, the hour is come, glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son alſo may glorify thee. As 
thou haft given him power over all fleſh, 
that he ſhould give eternal life to as many 
ns thou haſt given him. And this is life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou * 


ent. 


* See Deut. vi. 4. 5. 


Our 
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God, even the Father, his * Father, and 


our Father, his God, and our God. And 


gives to him the character of the only true 
God. © | 


ſerved farther, that God, even the Father, 


is he, in whoſe name, and by whoſe au- 
thority, our Lord profeſſed to act, whoſe 
will he did, to whom he reſigned himſelf, 


whoſe glorie, ultimately, and above all 
things, he ſought, and not his own. 


John v. 30. T can of my own ſelf do no- 


thing. As I bear T judge. And my judge- 
ment is juſt, becauſe J ſeek not my own will, 


but the will of the Father which ſent me. 
v. 36. But T have greater witneſſes than 

that of Jobn. For the works which the | 
Father hath given me to fimſh, the ſame 

works that I do, bear witneſſe of me, that 
the Father hath ſent. me, v. 43. I am 
come in my Father L Knead and ye receive 


me not. 


John vii. 16. E ſus anſwered them, and 


| faid: My dbctrine is not mine, but his that 


Le me. John xii. 49. For I have not 
Holen 


+ See John xx. 17, 


45 
Our Lord therefore, we ſee, prays to Dise. Hr. 


It might be here not Mapei ob- 
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Disc.lll. fpoken of myſelf. But the Father ohich FO 
ems me, he gave me commandment, * 1 Ani 
Jar, and what I ſhould. ſpeak. 
The Apoſtles of Chriſt were unani- 
mous, and after their Lord' s reſurrection, 
and aſcenſion to heaven, pray, 0 _ 
as he had done. 
Acts WM, :12:; 13. After the — of 
the lame man that fat at the gate of the 
temple, the people ran together to Peter 
and John. #hen Peter ſaw it, he anſwer- 
ed unto the people: Ye men of Iſrael, why 
F marvel ye at this 2...The God of Abraham, 
15 and of Iſaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
; 


15 fathers, has glorified his Son Jeſus, whom _ 
I 1 ye delivered up. It is the God of the Pa- 
N | 1 5 triarchs, and Prophets, in whoſe name 
| j they act, by whom, they ſuppoſed, their 
Bi] miiracles were wrought, for confirming 
ö N | | the authority and doctrine of Jeſus, _ | 
2:8 Afterwards, when delivered from a great e 
| 85 danger, Acts iv. 23. 30. And being let 
| þ go, they went to their oon company, ; and 

5 reported all that the Chief-Priefts and Elders 

_ bad ſaid unto them. And when they heard 


i . that, they lefted up their voices to God and : 
4 laid: Lerd, thou art Ged who haſt made 
beaven 
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| heaven and earth, and the ſes; and all ber Dise. AI. . 

is therein... And now Lord behold their 

 threatenings, and grant unto thy ſervants, 

_ that with all boldneſſe they may ſpeak thy 
word, by ſtretching forth thy hand to heal, 
and that figns and wonders may be done by 
the name of thy holy child, ſervant, Yeſus. 
And ch. v. 29... 3 1. before the whole Jew-/ 
iſh council: then Peter and the other Apo- 
Ales anſwered, and ſaid: We ought to obey. 

72 ©. God rather than men. The God of our Fa- 
thers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye flew and 
hanged on atree. Him has God exalted with 

bis own right hand, to be a Prince and @ 
1 Saviour, to give ANTS to Tjrael and For 
. gi veneſſe of fins. . 
| Thus they aſcribe the goſpel Kſpenth. | 
tion to the one God, creator of heaven 
and earth, the God of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob, and of the people of Ifrael. 
Io the fame God the Apoſtles offer up 
prayers and praiſes in their epiſtles. 
Says St. Paul, Eph. ili. 14. For this cauſe 
I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord 
Jieſus Chrift.... And St. Peter. 1 ep. 1. 3. 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. ...Eph. v. 20. Giving thanks 


always 
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48 5 7 he Nazarean Doctrine. 
Dise. Ir. ahoays for all things unto God, even the Far 


 * ther, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


In many other places of their epiſtles 
the Apoſtles expreſsly teach, that chere = Wh 
but one God, even the F ther 
1 Cor. viii. 4. 5. 6. We, know that " 2 
:dol is nothing, and that there is none other 
God but one. For though there be, that are 
called Gods, whether in heaven or on earth © 
(as there be Gods many, and lords many) vet 
to us there. is but one God, the Father, of, ö 
whom are all things, and we in him, and one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, [by whom are all things,]' 


and we by bim. 


2 Cor. xi. 31. . The Ged and Father of. | 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift: or God even the Fa- 'x 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is bleſſed 
forevermore, knoweth that I he not. 

1 Tim. i. 17. Now unto the King eternal, 

immortal, and inviſible, the only wiſe God, be 
honour and glorie forever. 

1 Tim. vi. 15. 16. Which in his time he 
ſhall ſhew, who is the bleſſed and only potentate, 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, aubo 
only hath immortality..,.To whom be honour 
and pou wer everlgfh Ms 


Jude 


The Mic Dofrine. ; 


a Jude Y: 205 To the only wiſe God, our — - 
Saviour, be glorie and majeſty, dominion and 5 


power; now and ever. 
Eph. iv. 5. 6. There is one Lord, one | faith, 


one baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who 


7s above all; and through all, and in you all. 
And in this ſecond chapter of the epiſtle 


to the Philippians we are aſſured, that our 


Lord has been exalted, that every tongue 
ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 


the glorie of God the Father. 


From all which it is concluded, that there 


is one God, even the Father. 


In the next place we are to obſerve, what 


is the ſentiment of theſe perſons concern- 


ing our bleſſed Saviour, the Lord Jeſus. 


| Chriſt. 
And, in ſhort; their Crna | 18, that 


he is a man, with a reaſonable ſoul and 


human body, eſpecially favoured of God. 


Of which there are theſe proofs. He 


was born of a woman. 
We have an account of our Lord's na- 
tivity in two Evangeliſts, both agreeing, 


that he was born of a virgin, and conceived. 


by the Holy "_ as it 1s expreſſed in the 
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the birth of Jeſus Chrift was in this wiſe. 
Whereas his mother Mary was eſpouſed to 
Foſeph, before they came together, ſhe was 
Found with child of the Holy Ghoſt. —Yoſeph, 
her huſband, was minded to put ber away 
privily. But while he thought on theſe things, 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, in 
a dream, ſaying: Teſeph, thou fon of David, 
fear. not 70 take unto thee Mary thy wife. 
For that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghoſt. And foe ſhall bring forth a Son. 
And thou ſhalt call his name Teſus... Then 
Joſeph, being raiſed from ſleep, did as the 
Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his 
fr. And he knew her not, till fhe had 
brought forth her jirſt-born Son. And be 
called his name Feſus. 
St. Luke i. 26...38. The angel Gabriel 


vas fent from God unto a city of Galike, 


named Nazareth, to @ virgin, eſpouſed to 4 
man whoſe name was Joſepb, of the bouſe of : 
David, and the virgin's name was Mary 
And the angel ſaid unto her: Fear not, Mary, 
for thou haſt found favour with God. And 
behold, thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and 

{ - bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call bis name 
| | * ſus, 
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Jeſus. He foall be great, a and ſhall be call 1 Dise, . 
the Son of the Higheſt, And the Lord God SITIO. 
2785 Hall give unto hini the throne of his father 
David. Muſt not this be reckoned full 
| proof, that Jeſus was a man, and that it 
was deſigned to repreſent him to us as 
ſuch? Not made as Adam, but born of 
a woman, not in the ordinary way of gene- 
ration, but of a virgin, by the immediate 
. operation and miraculous power of God. 
i See Luke i. 35. | 
Nor may it be amiſs to obſerve here, that 
in the forecited Evangeliſts are two pedi- 
- grees of Jeſus: one carrying his genealogie 
; = up to David, and Abraham, the other as 
ö „ high as to Adam: to ſatisfy us of his 
humanity, and to ſhew the fulfilment of 
the divine promiſes concerning the great 
perſon who was to come, and that Jeſus 
was the ſeed of the woman, who ſhould 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head: the ſeed of Abra- 
ham, in whom all the families of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed, and the ſen of David, in 
whom the everlaſting kingdom, promiſed 
to that Patriarch, ſhould be eſtabliſhed. 
Jeſus likewiſe, being a man, experienced 
many dangers in the time of his infancy. 
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. The Nazarean Doctrine. 
= Notwithſtanding which his life was won 
derfully preſerved. Being returned ſafe 
from Egypt, Joſeph and Matie ſettled 
again in Galilee in their own city Nazareth. 
And it is obſerved by St. Luke, ii. 40. 
And + the child grew, and waxed ſtrong in 
1 ſpirit, filled with wiſdom, and the grace of 
L '1 Sad was upon him. The fame Evangeliſt 
Kt alſo having given an account of his going 
5 with his parents to jeruſalem at the feaſt 
1 of the Paſſover, when he was twelve years 
| | 5 of age, adds: ch. ii. 51. 52. That be 
| Mo  qwvent down with ther, and came to Nazareth, 
q's and was ſubect to them... And Jeſus encreaſ- 
BY td in wiſdom and Hature, and in favour with 
: | God and man. 
= It might be obſerved, that when as 
Lord appeared publicly in the world, and 
by his words and works ſhewed himſelf to 
1 be the Meſſiah, he called himſelf the Son 6f l 
Man: And they who believed in him, re- 
= - ſpectfully addreſſed to him in the char acter 
4 of the Son of David. 
Through the whole courſe of his mini- 
ſtrie we perceive him to have had all the _ 
innocent infirmities of humane nature. In = 
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dead, in teſtimonie to the truth of the im- 
portant doctrine taught by him, and as a 
pattern of that reſurrection, of which he 
had aſſured his faithful followers. 

St. Peter preaching to the Jews at Jeru- 
ſalem, ſoon after our Lord's reſurrection 


and aſcenſion, ſays: Acts ii. 22. 17+ men "£2 


| Ifrael, hear theſe words: Teſus of Nazareth, 
a man approved of God among you, by mira- 


cles, wonders and figns, which God did by him 
in the midſt of you, as ye your ſelves a Io . 


him God hath raiſed up. 

St. Paul preaching at Athens ſays : AQs 
xvli. 31. God hath appointed a day in which 
he *oill judge the world in righteouſneſſe by 


that man, whom he hath ordained. 


Gal. iv. 4. When the fulneſſe of time was 


come, God ſent forth his $ on, made of a 700. 


man, made under the law, 
1 Tim. ii. 5. For there is one God, and 


one Mediator betaveen God and man, the man 
Chriſt Je ſus. | 

- 2 Tim. ii. 8. Remember, that Teſus Chriſt 

of the ſeed of David, was raiſed from the dead, 

according to my goſpel. 


The Apoſtle to the Hebrews, ( a great 


part t of whoſe deſign in that epiſtte 3 is to re- 
„ preſent 


i 


the end he died; and was raiſed froth the Dise. III. 
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pu n. preſent the great di only of Jefus Zbove 
Moſes, and as exalted highly after his reſur- 
rection, and aſcenſion to heaven) docs as 
Clearly and fully aſſert the human nature of 
Jeſus, as any writer of the New Teſtament. 


The Argument in Heb. ii. 14. . . 18; 
muſt be underſtood to imply true, and per- : 


#2 fect humanity, of ſoul as well as body. 
| 100 Foraſinuch then as the children are partahers 
$4 of fleſh and bloed, he alſo himſelf Iikewiſe took i 
1 PE part of the ſame: that through death he might 
i deſtroy him that bad the power of death, that 
= 16, the devil: and deliver them, who through 
i fear of death were all their life time ſubject U 
Þ; : to Bondage. For uerily he took not on him | \ 
Ki q the nature of angels. But he took on bin the | 
| 4 ſeed of Abraham. The meaning is, For he 
4 is not the deliverer of angels, but of the | 
4 ſeed of Abraham, Wherefore 1 in all things . TT 
i it behoved him to be made like unto his bre- 
1 | | thren, that he mi ght be a merciful i and faith- 
Pl Jul High-Prieft, in things pertaining to God, 
1 to make reconciliation for the ſins of the people. 
1 For in that he himſelf has been tempted, he is 
Wid able to ſuccour them that are tempted : or + 
8 4 in ch. iv. 15. For we have not an High- 
9 Prieft, which cannot be touched with the feel- 
| iff; ing of cur infirmities : but was in all things 
1:4 | jempted | 
bg! 
ll 
'F 
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tem pred like as wwe are, yet without fin. 


— 
order to be tempted lie as we are, he muſt 


have been like us, having a reaſonable hu- 


man foul and human body. 


The Apoſtle likewiſe in the former pen 
of that ſecond chapter of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews goes upon the ſuppoſition of the 


Lord Jeſus being a man. v. 5 . 9. For 
unto the angels has he not put in ſubjection the 


world to come, of which wwe ſpeak: But one in 


a certain place, meaning Pſ. viii. teſtified, 
ſaying: What is man, that thou art mindful 


of him? or the ſon of man that thou v1/e teſt 


him? Theu madeſt him a Iittle Jower than the 
angels: thou crowned him with glorie and 
Honour, and didſi ſet him over the works of thy 


hands. Thou haſt put all things in ſuljjection 


under his feet.... .But we ſee Jeſus, who was 


made a little lower than the angels, that he by 


the grace of God ſhould taſte death for every 


man, crowned with glorie and honour for the 


Suffering of death. 
Well then, they of this ſcheme, 1 22 5 


theſe and other texts conclude * Jeſus to 


be 


* Chriſt is called the Son. of man, not to deny his 


Godhead, but to expreſs the verity of his human na- 


- ture, and that he was of our ſtock and linage. He 


E 4 might 
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1 56 The Nazarean Dodirine. 
we Disc. II. be a man, with a reaſonable human ſoul, 
1 and human body, born of the virgin Mary 


by the eſpecial interpoſition of God him- 
ſelf. Which leads us to the other thing, 
that God was with bim. 


N might have been true man, though he had not come of 
Adam, but his human nature had been framed out of 
. the duſt of the ground, as Adam's was, or created 
| : f out of nothing. But he that ſanctiſieth, and they that 
Bk are ſan®ified, are of one. For which cauſe he is not 
1 | aſhamed to call them brethren. Heb. ii. 11. He would 
mw be of the maſs and ſtock with us.” Dr. The. Manton 
upon Luke xix. 1. Vol. IV. p. 883. | 
« They are faid to be of one. This 3 the 
union that is between them, They are of one ſtock 
and linage, or one common parent of mankind, A. 
Hence Luke carrieth up the genealogy of Chriſt unto \ 
Adam. Luke ii. 38. ſo that he is of our kind and 
nature. Manton upon Hebr. ii. 11. p. 1083. _ 
Afterwards, © Chriſt is our kinſman: Not only 
true man, but the ſon of man. True man he 
might have been, if God had created him out of no- 
thing, or be had brought his ſubſtance from heaven. 
But he is the ſon of man, one deſcended from the loins 
of Adam, as we are. And ſo does redeem us, not only 
jure proprietatis, by virtue of his intereſt in us, as our 
n | | Creator : but jure propinguitatis, by virtue of kindred, . 
N 2s one of our ſtock and linage: as the fon of man, as 
| i | well as the ſon of God. For Jeſus Chriſt, of all the | 
Fil | kindred, was the only one that was free, and able to „ 
7-0 a ranſom for 3 45 «hits 5 1084. | 
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That ſpecial favour and privilege is va- Dig. II. 


* 


riouſly expreſſed. In the diſcourſe of Peter 


at the houſe of Cornelius, before referred 


to. Acts x. 36... 38, That word which 


God ſent unto the children of Iſrael, . . . which 
was publiſhed throughout Judea, and began 


* 


From Galilee, after the baptiſm, which John 
preached: How God anointed Jeſus of Na- 

zareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with power, 
who went about doing good, and healing all 


that were poſſe ed of the devil, For God © 


was with bim. 
John the Baptiſt, near the cod of 


his miniſtrie, bears this teſtimonie to Je- 
ſus. He whom God bath ſent, ſpeaketh the 


words of God. For God giveth not the Spirit | 


by meaſure unto him. John iii. 34- 


Matt. i. 22. 23. None all this was done, 


that it might be fulfilled, which was ſpoken 


of the Lord by the prophet, ſaying : A virgin 


ſhall conceive, and ſhall bring forth à ſon, 
and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, 


which, heing interpreted. is God with us. 


Col. ii. 9. For jn bim dwelleth all tie 
ulneſſe of the Godhead bodily, or really. 


Which 1s much of the ſame with what 


is obſeryed by the Evangeliſt John i, 14. 


And 
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Dre. And the Word was made fe ſb; and e 
I among us. And we beheld his ghrie, the 


glorie, as of the only begotten of the F ather, 


full of grace and truth. 
And all theſe expreſſions in the New 


Teſtament are agreeable to the deſcriptions | 


of the Meſſiah in ancient prophecie. 80 


II. xi. 1, 2. And there ſhall come forth a 


rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch hall 
grow out of his roots. And the $ pririt of the 


Lord fhall reſt upon him: the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom and underſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel 
and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, and of 


the fear of the Lord. | 
Which is the very ſame with what John 


Baptiſt calls giving the ſpirit ævitbout mea- 


ſure. John iii. 34. and the ſame with ve 


Spirit's abiding on bim, and remaining on 


bim. See John i. 32, 33. 


For clearing up this matter, it ſhould 
be obſerved, that they who: are of this 
opinion do not underſtand by the Son of 


God an intelligent ſpirit, equal with God 
the Father, and of the ſame ſubſtance and 


power, nor an angelical, or ſuperangelical 
ſpirit, formed before the creation of this 
material. and viſible world. But in their 


appre-· 


— 


ee it is the man 1 Jef who ! is Dise. II. 
the Son of God: And the Son of God, by — 
way of eminence and diſtinction, or the 
„well belaved Son of God, and only begotten 
Son of God, as they ſuppoſe, are all terms 
of equivalent import and meaning, de- 
noting the Meſſiah. L 
When there came a voice from heaven, 
or from the moſt glorious majeſty, or the 
” preſence of God, ſaying : This is my be- 
J Son, in whom I am ell pleaſed. 
Hear ye him : They think this to be the 
| Tame, as a ſolemn declaration, that Jeſus 
was the promiſed Meſſiah, the Saviour of 
„ world, who knew, and was to reveal 
. the will of God to others, in a more per- 
fect manner, than any of the Tropin 
had done. | 
The Son of God, or the only begotten Sor 
4 5 of God, is the man moſt dear to God. He 
5 N is the Chriſt. And the Chriſt, and the 
| Son of God, are the ſame. _ 
. When God ſent Moſes back«to Egypt, 
: from whence he had fled, he was charged 
with this commiſſion. Exod. iv. 22. 23. 
Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto Pharach : Thus 
ſaith. the Lord: Iſrael is my fon, even n 
 firfl-born. And I ſay unto thee : Let my 


fon 
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The Nazarean Doctrine. 


Disc. II. ſon | go, that he may ſerve Ne. The children 


of Iſracl were God's choſen people, dear 
to him, and his ſpecial care, above all 
people of the earth. Iſrael therefore is 
called bis. ſon. We ſee a like ſtile in ſome 


other texts. Jer. xxxi. 9. For T ama 
father unto Iſrael. And E phraim is my 
firſt born. Ho. xi. 1. When Iſßrael Was 4 7 


child, then I loved him, and called mM y fo 


cut of Egypt. 


And Chriſtians, who 1 in Jeſus, 
and through him, are brought nigh to 


God, are God's children, and ſons. John 
1. 2 2. As many as received him, to them 
gave he power 10 become the ſons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name. John 


ii. 1. Behold, abbat manner of love the Fa- 
ther hath bc flowed upon us, that we ſhould 
be called the ſons of God. Gal. iti. 26. Ye 


are all the children of God by faith in Chriſt 
Jas. But Jeſus 7 7s the Son of God, by way 


of eminence. He 1s the Arft born among 
many brethren. Rom. vIIi. 29. 25 


How jeſus is the Son of God, has been 


ſhewn * % formerly. I rehearſe here briefly 


» ger a a more aniple Tlluftration of that Point i in Dr. 
ardner* Sermons upon Vat arious e Vol. A. R. 
218180. 3 | 


only. 


be Nasareun Dodtrine. 


only. He is the Son of God, as he was Dise. Ill. 


born of a virgin, by the immediate and 
extraordinarie interpoſition of the divine 
| power. He is the Son of God, as he had 
the Spirit without meaſure, and the Fa- 
ther's fulneſſe was poured out upon him: 
or the Deity dwelled in him. And he was 


_ afterwards declared to be the Son of God 


by his reſurrection from the dead on the 
third day. He is the firſt-begotten from. 
the dead, who died and roſe again, and 


dies no more, but lives for ever. And he 


is exalted to God's right hand, being in- 
veſted with authority and dominion over 
all fleſn, and conſtituted judge of the 
world, by whom God will paſs ſentence 
upon all mankind. In theſe reſpedts, as 
well as others, he has the pre-eminence. 
See Col. 1. 5. 1 

It may be here inquired, If Jeſus was A 
man, with an human ſoul and body, how 


could he know all things? And how could 


he work ſo many miracles? The anſwer 
is to this purpoſe: God was with him. 
And the Father, in him, did the works. 


The diſciples, as is allowed, during the 


whole time of our Lord 8 abode with them 
here 
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Dise. fl. here on earth, conceived of him no other 


Ne Nusursan Dottrine; | 


wie, than as a man, or the great Prophet 
that was to come into the world, the Chriſt, 
who had the words of eternal life, or made 
the fulleſt revelation of the divine mind. 
They believed him to be a man, and yet 


; they were perſuaded, that he knew what 


tvas in man. Yea, our Lord himſelf, af- 
ter he had given ſufficient proofs that he 
was the promiſed Meſſiah, expected, and 


judged it reaſonable, that every pious and 


underſtanding Jew ſhould believe him able 


to perform miraculous works, upon per- 


ſons at a diſtance, without his going to 
them. See John iv. 46. . 50. And ſome 
had that faith : though, undoubtedly, they 
eſteemed him to be only a Prophet, or a 
man highly favoured of God. 
And though there are none of the Pro- 
phets, not Moſes himſelf, upon whom the 
Spirit of God did abide, as upon Jeſus, 


the Meſſiah; yet there are divers things 


in the Old Teſtament, that might aſſiſt 
pious and attentive Jews, in our Lord's 
time, in forming juſt conceptions concern- 


ing the knowledge, as well as the power 
af the Meſſiah. 


The 


The Nagarean Docirine. 


The prophet Eliſha could tell the king D W | 
nf Iſrael exactly the deſigns and counſels. 


of the king of Syria. See 2 Kings vi. 
8—12, And 2 Kings v. 25. 26. When 


_ Eliſha aſked Gehazi, I hence came thou? 


And he ſaid: Thy ſervant went no whither. 


Eliſba ſaid unto him: Went not my ſpirit 


with thee, when the man turned again with 
His chariot to meet thee? He had ſeen and 


heard all that tranſaction, as if he had 


been preſent. 


It was indeed - wonderful 9 


that was given that Prophet. But it may 
be perceived, that by divine communica- 
tion he might have known much more. 
In like manner, in the perfectly inno- 
cent, and capacious mind of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, who had zhe Spirit without meaſure, 


it is eaſy to ſuppoſe, that there was, and 


muſt have been an extenſive and intimate 
knowledge of things diſtant and ſecret. 


And ſome of Eliſha's miracles were 


wrought at a diſtance. He did not ſee 


Naaman, whoſe leproſie was cured at his 


word, or by his direction. 2 Kings v. 9. 
n. 11. 18. Nor was he preſent with the 
widow, 
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The Nazarean Doctrine. 


Dise. Il. widow; when her oyl was multiplied. 


2 Kings IV. 4. 7. 


To 8 By the Spirit, or Hol 
Ghoft, the Perſons in this way of thinking 


do not underſtand a diſtinct intelligent 


agent, or being of great power and capa- 
city. But with them the Spirit of God is 
God himſelf; or the power of God, or a 


gift, or divine influence and ito. 


Pſ. xxxiii. G. By the word of the Lord 


were the heavens made, and all the hoft' of 


Fhem by the breath of his mouth, or the ſpi- 


rit of his mouth. The word of the Lord, 
and the breath of his mouth are one and 
the ſame. All things came into being and. 
were diſpoſed of by his will, at his cs | 
and command. 

In like manner Job a 13. By bis 


| Spirit he has garniſhed the heavens. His 


hand has formed the crooked ſerpent : or the 
winding conſtellation in the heavens, which 
we call the Milky Way. The Spirit, or 


the hand of God formed all thoſe things. 


Luke xi. 20. FI by the finger of God 


caſt out demons, no doubt the kingdom of Go 


is come unto you, In Matt. X11. 28. But if 


T cafe 


De Nazarean Doctrine. 


1 caf out demons by the Spirit of Cod, then Denn. 
7s the kingdom of God come unto Jou. So the — 
finger of God, or Spirit of God, is the power : 

of God, or God himſelf. As St. Peter ſays 

Acts ii. 22. Feſus of Nazareth, a man ap- 

proved among you by miracles . . .which God 


did by him, in the midſt of 50% 

So in other places likewiſe the Spirit of 
God is the ſame as God: as the ſpirit of 
a man is the man himſelf. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 


What man knoweth the things of a man, but 

the ſpirit of man, which is in him? Even ſo 
the things of God knoweth no man, but the 

| Spirit of God. Gal. vi. 18, The grace of 

our Lord Yeſus Ghrift be with your ſpirit, 


that is, with you : as at the concluſion of 

ſeveral other epiſtles, particularly 1 Cor. 
xvi. 23. The grace of our Lord Feſus Graf 
be with you. 

In the Acts of the Apoſtles the ſpirit 

often denotes a gift, or power. Acts ii. 38. 


Repent and be baptized in the name , 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. ri dupeay Te 
dir muparo;. Acts vii. 20. Simon of 
Samaria thought that the gift of God might 
be purchaſed with money. Tyv dupeay Tg bes. 
„„ x Acts 
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Dise. Il. Acts x. 45. on the Cenkles wur paired out | 
the gift of the * Gb. 7 . Ts . | 
 TVEUPLATOC. | 
Timothy is Grected 1 Tim. iv. 14. Ne- 
gell not the gift that is in thee, which was 
| goon thee by Propbecie. My GpeXt, TS E 
To Nerf io farc. . 2 Tim. i. 6. $97 Up. the 
gift of God which 1 15 in thee. aver unupery To 
Xp pee Ts bez | 
When God ſaid to Moſes, Numb. xi. 
16. 17. that he ſhould go and gather 22 
Him ſeventy men of the Elters of Ifrael, and, 
ſays he, I will take of the ſpirit that is in 
thee, and will put it upon them. No one 
underſtands thereby, that God intended 
to take from Moſes a portion of a fpi- 
ritual being - reſting upon him: but 
that he would beſtow upon thoſe Elders 
qualifications of wiſdom and underſtand- 
ing, reſembling thoſe in Mofes, by which 
he was ſo eminent and diſtinguiſhed. 80 
Deut. xxxiv. 9. Joſhua the fon of Nun was. 
Full of the ſpirit of wiſdom, For Ay ofes _ 
4 | laid his hands upon him. . 
10 Zach. xii. 10. And F will pour out 701 
Pld bd the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants 
| of Jeruſalem, the ſpirtt of * and ſuppli= | 


cati on: 2 


- be Nazarean Dottrine. 


and tranſcendent being or ſpirit : but give 
them the temper, the qualification, the 
diſpoſition of grace and ſupplication. | 
And i is generally ſuppoſed, that the 
ancient Jewiſh people never had any no- 
tion of the diſtinct perſonality of the Spi- 


rit, or the Spirit of God, or the Spirit of 


- the Lord, though ſuch phraſes occur very 


frequently in the Scriptures of the Old 


Teſtament. But they underſtood theſe 
expreſſions after the manner juft ſhewn. 


And it 18 obſervable; that in the New 


Teſtament, though there are many doxo- 
logies, or aſcriptions of glorie, to God, 
and to Chriſt, there is not one to the Spi- 
rit. Nor is there at the beginning of the 
epiſtles any with of peace from the Spirit 
diſtinctly, but only from God the Father, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Our Lord fays Matt. xxvitt. rg. Go ye 
pherefore, and teach or diſciple all nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Gboſt. Theſe per- 
ſons think it not likely, that our Lord 


ſhould inſert in a baptiſmal form a ſub- 


ume myſterious doctrine, not clearly taught 
TY " "—_— 


tation : not pour ont upon them a great Duel 


} 
1 
eee r eg n 4 1 Sy 


—— ———ů— 
225 . W 8 % 
* > r S 
. 


66 The Nazarean Doctrine. 


Drsc. II. a where elſe. The genuine meaning 
they ſuppoſe to be, that * men ſhould be 
baptized into the profeſſion of the belief, 
and an obligation of obedience to the doc= 

trine taught by Chriſt, with authority 
from God the Father, confirmed by the 
Holy Ghoſt : by the Holy Ghoſt under- 
ſtanding the miracles of our Saviour's own 
miniſtrie, and of his Apoſtles, and the 
ſpiritual gifts beſtowed upon the Apoſ- 
tles, and other believers, after our Lord's 
reſurrection, and all the wonderful atteſ- 
tations to the truth and divine original of 
the doctrine taught by Jeſus Chriſt. In a 
word, men were to be baptized into a pro- 1 
feſſion of the Chriſtian religion, and an 
obligation to act according . 
And that this is the meaning of this 
direction of our Lord, may be inferred , 


from the Acts of the Apoſtles. Where 7 TT | 
this form, in theſe very words, never ap- | 
pears. 


* Dr. S. Clarke's paraphraſe is this :—* baptizing 
them with water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : that is, receiving them to 
a profeſſion of the belief, and an obligation to the 
praQice of that religion, which God the Father, has. 
revealed and taught by the Son, and confirmed and 
* by the * Ghoſt.“ 
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pears. But men are required to be * Dise. III. 
tized in the name of Cbriſt, or are ſaid to 


» have been baptized into Chrift : that is, as 


before obſerved, they made a profeſſion of 
faith in Jeſus, or owned their obligation 
to obey him in being baptized. Acts ii. 
38. Repent and be baptized every one of you 3 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. ch. viii. 16. 1 
1 only they were baptized in the name of the . 
x Lord Jeſus. See ch. viii. 35...38. Rom. | * 
vi. 3. Know ye not, that ſo many of us as = 
were baptized into Feſus Chriſt, were bap- | 
tized into his death? Gal. ili. 27. For as if ; 
| many of you as have been baptigedi into Chriſt, 'I 
have put on Chrift. | 6 
Of thoſs who are in this ſcheme it is to 
be obſerved, finally, that they admit not "1 
| any real Trinity, or Trinity of Divine E 
Perſons, either equal, or ſubordinate. But A 
to them there 1s one God, even the Fa- Y 
ther, and one Lord, even Jeſus Chriſt : =_ 
who had, when on earth, the ſpirit with= _ ; 
out meaſure, and alſo poured out of the "| 
ſpirit, or ſpiritual and miraculous gifts in - ; 
F Th abundance upon his Apoſtles, and other . 


his followers, and 1s exalted to dominion 


5:3 — 


Disc. III. and power over all things, to the glorie 


De Nazorean Doctrine. 


cf God and for the good of the Church. 
This is, in brief, that ſcheme, which is 


called Unitarian. I ſhould now apply it 
to the text before us. But that muſt be 


deferred to another opportunity. I thall 
now mention only an obſervation or two, 
partly doctrinal, partly practical. 

1. The ſcheme now repreſented, ſeems 


to be the plaineſt and moſt fimple ſcheme ' 


of all.. And it is generally allowed to 
have been the belief of the Nazarean 
Chriſtians, or Jewiſh believers. 


But whatever may be the ſimplicity of 
this ſcheme, even they who have ſeemed to 


receive it, in the main, have corrupted it, 


and ſuffered themſelves to be entangled i in 
philoſophical ſchemes and ſpeculations, 
about the pre- exiſtence of the ſoul of : 


Chriſt, and other matters. 


Indeed the Chriſtian religion has i in it 

great ſimplicity, both as to doctrines and 
poſitive inſtitutions. But men have not 
W to retain the ſimplicity of either. 


Whatever ſpeculative ſcheme of doc- 
4 we receive as tr ue, we are to ſee, 


that 


33 


The Nezoreen, Deftrine. 


ſound faith, or right ſentiment, but pro- 


£580 to, and chiefly charge ourſelyes _ | 
1 Practice. James ii. 19. Thon 


Jelient that there is one God. Thou dg 
zvell, The demons believe and tremble. James 


writes elpeczally to Jewiſh, not Gentil be- 


lievers. And it is likely, that they, as 

well as other Jews at that time, brided 
themſelves in their orthodoxie, or right 
faith, concerning the Deity, The Divine 
Unity , was with them a favorite article, 
He therefore fit ingles out that. And tells 


: them, that they might hold that right | 


faith, and yet be never the better for it. 


If they ſhould relye upon that faith, with. 
out good works, that very faith would 


prove an aggravation of their miſerie. 

Truth in things of religion is not a 
matter of indifference, Every virtuous 
| mind muſt be deſirous to know it. But 
no ſpeculative belief, without practice, i 18 


faving, or will give a man real worth and 
excellence. T by knowledge that puffeth 5 


up, is vain and inſignificant. To know- 
ledge there ſhould be added humility, gra- 
„* wude 


* 
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Disc. III. titude to God, who has afforded us means 
r opportunities of knowledge: a mo- 
deſt ſenſe of our remaining ignorance and 
imperfection: a diffidence, and apprehen- 
ſiveneſſe, that though we ſee ſome things 
with great evidence, and are firmly per- 
ſuaded of their truth, nevertheleſs many of 


4 our judgements of things may be falſe 
1 and erroneous. 


We ſhould likewiſe be cautious of WY ops 
- ing others. Some who have leſs know T- 
v ledge, may have more virtue. God alone 
knows the hearts of men, and all their 


i circumſtances : and is therefore the only | 
M judge, what errours are criminal, and how 4 | 
10 far men fall ſhort of emproving the ad- 
f vuantages afforded them, or act up to the 
hy light that has been given them. 
Let us then inquire with care and i im- 
partiality. Let us profeſs the truth ſo = 
far as we are acquainted with it, and can- | 
didly recommend it to others, with mild- 
Y neſſe, patience, and longſuffering : and in 
i | all things act ſincerely according to the 
i light, we have: that none of us may fail 
| i of that full reward, which God, the beſt _ » 
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of beings, offers to us, and invites us to Disc. III. 
contend for, and accept: and will thro' 

Jeſus Chriſt certainly beſtow upon all, 

who diligently emprove the privileges, 

which they have been favoured with in 

their ſtate of trial. 
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Let this mind be in vol, 8 Was Les in 


Chriff Feſus—And what ee 


HAVE propoſed to conſider this text 

diſtinctly. In ſo doing I have repre- 
ſented the different opinions of Chriſtians 
concerning the Deity, and the perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 
| The OPINION laſt repreſented was that 
called unitarian and Nazarean. I am now 
to apply that doctrine to this text, or inter- 
pret thus text according to the ſentiments 
of thoſe, who believe Jeſus to be a man, 
with a human foul and human body : but 
a man with whom God was, in a moſt pe- 
culiar and extraordinarie manner. 

Let this mind be in you, 7 aohich was alfa 
in Chrift Je ſus, 0 being i; in the form of 
God. 

They who are in the ſcheme, which we 


this 


She Text explained c, 


EY 


| Disc. IV. 
this oth Jeſus was in the form of God. Dise. 


What the Apoſtle intends thereby is the 


wonderful knowledge, which the Lord 
Jos ſnowed, even of _ at a diſtance, | 


= AN ET I 


| ings Br g 3 men: of. all which: 


we have in the Goſpels a moſt beautiful 
and affecting hiftorie #, When at his 


word and command the moſt infirm and 


diſcaſed perſons were immediately healed: 
When thoſe WhO had the palſie, or the 
dropſie, or were lunatic, were healed of 


their diſeaſes: : When the blind received | 


their fight, the lame walked, the deaf 
were made to hear, and the dumb to ſpeak; 


When he took upon him ſome ſpecial ap- 


pearance of authority, and to ſuch as had 


the leprofie, and petitioned for a cure, he 


ſaid: I 2, Be thou clean. When he fed 


and refreſhed ſeveral thouſands at once in 


deſert Places : : when he directed Peter to 


caſt a hook into the ſea, aſſuring of a ſup- 


* Moppn in noſtris libris non ſignificat internum & 
occultum aliquid, ſed id quod in oculos incurrit, qualis 
erat eximia in Chriſto poteſtas ſanandi morbos omnes, 
ejiciendi demonas, excitandi OS mytandy rerum 
naturas. Grot. ad Philip. Cap. ii. v. 6 


ply 
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ply for himſelf and him of this ie ; 
money for the temple : when he raiſed the 


dead, and walked on the fea, and with a 7 


word compoſed the winds and the waves: 
when he conveyed to his diſciples, upon 


his ſending them from him, ſpiritual gifts, 


ſo far as was requiſite at that ſeaſon. And 


though that was not yet accompliſhed, it 
was plainly declared, by his fore-runner, 
that this was he, who ſhould baptize men 


with the Holy Ghoſt : or beſtow on a ſud- 


den in a plentiful meaſure wiſdom and un- 


derſtanding and miraculous powers upon 
his followers in general, according to their 


feveral ſtations, 
This may be well meant by the form of 


Cod. Theſe things explain the Apoſtle's 


expreſſion in the text. And this won- 
derful power and knowledge ſeem to be 
what the ſame Apoſtle means, when he lays, 
that Chriſt was rich in 1 Cor. viii. 9. 

Which place may be reckoned parallel 
with that, which we are now conſidering. 
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſuis 
Chriſt : that though he was rich, yet for 


5 your ſakes, he became poor, that ye by ey 


poverty might bearich. 
Who 


according to the Nazarean Doctrine. 77 


not robberie to be equal with God, that is, 

| did not earneſtly covet divine honour from 
men, or ſeek to be equal, or like to God: 
but emptied hi melt; taking the form of a 
ſervant, being in the likeneſs of ordinarie 
men. That is, very probably, the Apoſtle's 
deſign. There begins the account of 
Chriſt's condeſcending, and ſelf-denying 
conduct. Whatever * ſcheme men em- 
brace concerning the Deity, and the per- 

ſon of Chriſt, I think they muſt allow of 
this interpretation: either, that Jeſus did 
not make a ſhew of his divinity, but 
| veiled it, and hid it: or that he did not 
5 earneſtly ſeek to be, or appear equal, or 

like to God. 2 

By not earneſtly coveting divine honour, 

or ſeeking to be equal, or like to God, St. 
Paul may refer to and intend many things 
in the courſe of our Lord's miniſtrie, 
which are recorded in the Goſpels. Our 
Lord did not act, as if he was independ- 
ent. He declared, that he came from 


ce the Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, Vol. ill. 
F p. 308, 309. and Vol. iv. p. 814, Kc. 
6 7 6 


Indo bei th God, tho bt it Dre. IV. 
eing in the form of Go ught 1 
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78 n Spies 


pucuv. God, amd tlhiat the Father had ſent bim. | 
He profeſſed to teach, and act, as he Had 4 
received from the Father. When ſome 3 
would have perſuaded him to aſſume kin 2 * 
ly power and authority: not doubting but 
he was able to ſet up a government; to 
which all might be compelled to ſubmit: t? 
he abſolutely declined the propoſal. He 3 
firſt defeated the meaſures which they hade 
taken to bring him into their deſign. And , | 
afterwards he. ſharply reproved that 
worldlie-mindedneſſe by which _ had KN 
been acted: : | 
For a like reaſon he enjoyned ft genes 
upon ſome, on Whom he had wrought ' 
great cures. | 
Mark x. 17, 18. When by was gone forth F 
into the way, there came one running, and : 
kneeled to him, and aſted him: Good Maſter, - 
2D /hall I do, that I may inherit eternal - I 
„e? And Yeſus faid-unto him: Why call,. 
thor ine good? There is none good but one. 5 
That is God. The outward reſpect ſnewn 
by that perſon being ſo extraordinarie; 
| both as to action and expreſſion, he could | 
ll . ==. MOT accept it, without an intimation - of 1 | _ 
the ſupreme reſpect due to God alone. | 
8 . John 


| accordin g to the Nasurean Doctrine. 


7005 


fon v. 90. I can of me % d. nothing. Dise. IV. 


ts 1 bear, I judre. And my Judgement is 


juft, Becauſe 7 feet not my wh will, but the 


ill of ie Parher, which hath ſent me. © 


John x. 30. 38. Our Lord having in 
ſome ſtrong expreſſions repreferited the 


high authority given to him, the Jeu 


ant up fone x fone ln. Ari jad fer 
a good work we flone thee not, bur fen Af. 


pbemie, und becauſe that thou being 4 man, 
makeſt thy-felf God. Whereupon our Lord 


 modeftfy anſwers, agreeably to what he had 


before ſaid: that the near relation to God, 


ſpoken of by him, was claimed on no 
other account, than the high honour 


which God had coriferred upon Hit, and 


- which-they might diſcern from the works, 
which they had feen Him do. , be called 
tbem "Gods," unto whom the word of God 


came, and tht Scripture eumot be broken ; 
ſay ye of kim, hom the Fither hath ſumcfi. 
fed, and. ſent into the word: thru 22 


fphemeft, Because 1 ſaid, Jam the & n God? 


Fig J do not the works of my Father, believe 


he not. But if. I db, N 99 believe not 


me, oo the works. 


Ng 5 * And 
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Disc. IV. 


We Text explained. 


And many other particulars WT occur 
to the thoughts of all. Wherem our 
Lord did not chooſe his own will, nor af- 
fect independence, but referred all to * 
the Father. 

But made hiniſelf of no reputati on, Li- 
terally, according to the original, emptied 


himſelf. That is, he did not exert the di- 


vine power reſiding in him, for ſecuring; 
to himſelf plentiful accommodations, ho- 
nourable reſpects, and humble, lowly 
obeiſance: but he lived in mean circum- 
ſtances, and was expoſed to the remarks, 
reproaches, and ill uſage of many. 

And took upon him the form of a ſervant. 
But, according to the original, it is more 
literally taking the form of a ſervant. He 


_ emptied himſelf, or made himſelf of no re- 


putation, taking the form of a ſervant, 


This farther illuſtrates the foregoing par- 


ticular. Jeſus did not place himſelf in 
ſervitude to any. But, as he ſays to the 
diſciples : Whether is greater? He that fit= 
teth at meat? or he that ſerveth? But I am 


among you, as one that ſerveib. Luke 


XX11. 17. Inſtead of aſſuming ſtate and 


grandeur, or a continued appearance of 


greato 


according ro the Nazarean Doctrine. 


greatneſſe, he was like a man of mkan- Dise. . 
— 


condition. He converſed freely with all 
ſorts of men; and admitted all to free ac- 
ceſſe: and allowed of queſtions and ca- 
vils: Himſelf went about doing god, 
travelling over the cities and villages of; 
the land of Iſrael, teaching the doctrine 
of the kingdom of heaven's; not inviting 
men by the pomp of numerous atterid-* 
ance, or by gifts! or promiſes of worldly: 
advantages: but receiving uſually-needfab\ = 
ſupplies for himſelf and his diſeiples from 
a few grateful followers, who minifingd to) 
him of their ſubſtance. 8 | 
In the white of his miniſtrie; heuſually' 
acted as one that ſerves\” But there were 
ſome remarkable inſtances of humility and 
condeſcenfion, particularly, when he waſhed: 
the diſciples feet, and gave them the re- 
freſniment, em received from ber- 
vantwonly/ 1 2 | 55 
Some think, that ER our Lond ates 
Amſelf, or [made | himfelf + of no reputation, 
he was no longer in the form of God. But 
it ſeems to me, that he was at the ſame 
time in the form of God, and in the form of 
a ſervant... He had the form of God in this 
ME G world, 
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Due. IV. world; as he wrought miracles of all kinds, 

—— whenever he pleaſed, and likewiſe had all 
knowledge, of all things. At the ſame, 
time he acted very humbly and meekly, 
and was deſtitute of I da? and 
grandeur. eim e 

And I think our ns 8 diſcourſe 8 
his (diſciples; preſently after the foremen- 
tioned remarkable condeſcenſion, os 
thati the form of God, and the form f a 
ſervant were united. John xiii. 12—14. 
So then - after be had 2waſhed their feet, and 
— taken his garments, and was ſet. down. 
again, he ſaid unto them N Know, ye what, I 
de dme unto v Fer call nc Maſter and 
PL Bor: + Aid" fil am. Vi then your Lord 
| and: Maſters; have :20afped your feet, ye alſo, 
hglt he une another i fret. For I baue 
givrnequii um example, that ye ſhould; di 
havt done unto; y. He was theaiscLomw: 
and Maſter at the ſame time that hezacted, 
in diyers reſpects as one that ſerves. 
I A nobleman,” or other perſon of great 
A b Gltinétlon for wiſdom and capacity, with 
| #high commiſſion: under his Prince, may. 
upon ſome occaſion, and for important 
reaſons, condeſcend greatly, or empty him 1 
blrot . ſelf, | 


according 70 ce Marat rau Do@rine, 


commiſſion, / and the dignity that is inhe- 


rent in his cbaracter; s à man of honvur, 


veracity. and experiences s 


Aud wes malle in the lalengiſc Wy nen, or, , 
more literally, and properly, according to 


the. original; end being made in the likeneſſe 


, meu or, being in the likeneſſe of men . 


{+ 


that eis, being like an ordinarie man, when. 
he Was hot ſuch:,.Fi or he was innocent and 
penfes z and the fulneſſe of the, Deity 
dwelled in him. t. Paul does not in- 

tend to intimate, that our Saviour was not 


really: a man, but that he. appeared like an 


ordmarie man, When he was really more. 
So; Rem! vi. 3710 ending bis own Son 
it the, likenefſe, of | ſinful fab. He was really 
a man, but had only the likeneſſe of fin- 
ful men. . For. he was innocent, and per- 
fect; and was, not liable to the ſentence 
of death, or the common law of mor- 
tality, hillding ether men. 

V. 8. And being found in fa 72 as 
nan; he'bumbled- himſelf, and became ec. 
ent: unto: Heath, even the death of the crofſe. 


G 2 And 


** 9 
* 
5 4 8 
2 
7 HS 
: 


ſelf, by performing. offices more generally Dudu. | 
done by men of lom and mean condition. 
Still he has the authority belonging to his 


8 
JJ. 8 5 ng? 2 555 ES 


— PT The Text evplained 


[DreedV. Arid being found in his 5 appear- 
anee as another, ordinarie man, he humbled = 5 5 
himſelf ſo far, as to yield up himſelf to 55 
death. Beſide all the condeſcenſions of 8 
his life, it being the will of God, for 
great ends and purpoſes, that he ſhould 
do ſo, he yielded up himſelf to death. 
He made no reſiſtance. He exerted not 0 
any of that extraordinarie power, or know- 
ledge, with which he was endowed, to 
defeat the malicious deſigns of his unrea- 
ſonable enemies, but quietly reſigned him- 1 
ſelf, in obedierice to God, to death, the 4 
death of the croſſe. He could ſtoop no . 
lower. So far he ſubmitted, and acquieſced, 1 
as all know from our Lord's hiſtorie in the . 
Goſpels: Where are candidly related at 5 
large the reproachful, diſgraceful, aggra- EE 5 
vating circumſtances of the * death „„ ow 
which Jeſus underwent. : 

V. , 10, 11. Wherefore God. ak Ro - | 
17550 exalted him. On account of that 8 
excellent and uſeful ſervice, that chearful 
condeſcenſion, and willing obedience, in . 
patiently enduring fo painful and ignomi- R 

nious a death, for promoting the great . 
ends, deſigned by the divine wiſdom, God 
= has 


—_ 


— 


; 


according to the Nezarean Doctrine. e 


bas highly exalted him, for beyond what- 7 
ever any one elſe has obtained. 

Cbhriſt's exaltation began with his reſur- 
e from the dead on the third day, 
without ſeeing corruption. After which, 

he aſcended to heaven, and was ſeated in 

the divine 8 next to God the Fr. a- | 

ther. | 

And given him a name, which is ws 

every name, that at the name of Jeſus every 

knee ſhould bow : that 1s, that all intelli- 

| gent beings, may ſhew reſpect to Jeſus, 
of things in heaven, angels, and things on 
earth, men, and things under the earth, evil 
ſpirits, or men departed, when they ſhall 

by him be raiſed up: and that every tongue 

ſhould confeſs : particularly that men of all 

nations and languages on this earth ſhould 
acknowledge, hat Jeſus Chrift is Lord, 

and honour and ſerve him 7o the Sl of 
God the Father. 

_ Chriſt's exaltation is 20 the glory of Cod. 
Sod has exalted and appointed him to be 
Lord, for his own glorie, For the exalta- 
tion of Jeſus is indeed a great diſplay of 

the wiſdom, equity, and juſtice of the di- 
vine Being. It ſhews his regard for diſ- | 

88 uin 


26 
esc. IV. tinguiſhed and eminent Virtüe: 80 extra- "I 


The Te panned" 


ordinary ſervices and Tuffetings' and ſuch 
patience undef them, werEentitled to ſpe- 
cial notice. God his conferred on Jeſus 


a reward, greater than could have been 
deviſed by man; and highly becoming his 


Majeſty, to confer upon him, to whom he 
had given ſo important a commiſſion, for 
the benefit of the human race, and who 
had execut * with imparalleled faithfal- 


neſſe, zeat,*and alactity, ne ety 


eint 2 Arid: Acne 17>. ; 
The glorie of Jeſus is in ahdther reſpeRt 

to the glorie of the Father; inaſmuch as 

that exaltation is a  breat confirmation of 


the truth of his doctrine, and ruſt, con: 


tribute mightily: to animate” his Apoſtles 
and others in ſpreading his do Frine, not- 


withſtanding many difficulties: and it 


would contribute to bring men to faith i in 


Jeſus, as the Chriſt, and to repentance to⸗ 
ward God, and every branch of tr ue ho- 
lineſſe, and to eminence therein, and to 
the practiſe of meekneſſe, reſignation; zeal, 


courage, and the virtnes of every condi- 


tion, winner Fear e or adverſe. 
fs iO * hat 


8 * 
4 
* 


— 3 


fame Apoſtle Eph. i. 18:..22: 
| may know the exc eeding Pane 27 bis 
power, which he wrought in Chrijt, when be be 
raifedbim from the dead, and ſet bimat s own 


* 


1 N ihe m Dos ny 


va» wt 


ket iich is 2 Pong o of in 
the New WV eftament, and differently de- 
| ſcribed, but with conſtant barmonie upon 
the whole. I ſhall recite ſome places 855 


Our Lord Himſelf ſald to His AMeiples, 
before he finally departed from them; All 


' power is given unto me in heaven and in 
carth, Matt. Krill 18. , Andy" St. Pe- 5 
ter, ſoon after our Lord's alcenſion, Akts 

31. This feſus hath G ralfed "up, 


Where we all are wi tneſſes. v. 3 6. There- 


fore let all the "houſe of Iſrael Ino 2 1 


that God bath male that ſame TFoſws, *2ohor 


ye have crucified, horh Lora did Cb. See 
alſo ch. v. 30. 32. And at the houſe of 


1 


God raiſed up the third uy... » Aud bo Cen- 


Cornelius at Ceſarea, ch. x. "40: 4 8 Him 5 


nunued us ro preach unto the People, Lind to . 
teſt fy, that '1 at 7s be, weh is ordained Us 5 


God ro be the Judge of the quick. ant the dead. 


Ve Fab | 


Compare this with St. aufs Alt courſe at 


Athens Acts xvi. 36: 3 th And 1 
at ye 


G 4 | ' right 
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1 | Remarks, . 
erw 1 bands in the heavenly 3 FIR ou 
all principality and power, , and [ might, and 
| domini on, and every name that is named, not 
5 only i in this word, but alſo 5 in that which is 
fo come. 4nd: has put all things under bis 
Feet, and gave him to [be] the bead over all 
thi Fra to the awed: 


| Having explained this text 38 to 1 
the laſt mentioned ſcheme, I ſhall now 1 
conclude with ne e and obſerva 
tions. 

LITE . Chriſtians 8 ta: thor agony. 
fon, and carefully maintain loveand friend- TOs 
ſhip with one another, notwithſtanding | 15 
difference of opinion about divers matters. 
| They ſhould not be willing to unchriſ- 
tianize and anathematize any man, who 

profeſſes to believe Jeſus to be K 
and to hold him for the head of the a> 8 
church, and Lord and Maſter of it. 

: They ſhould not be unwilling to hold 
communion one with another. If they 

cannot do that, they ſhould not deny to 
others the character of integrity: much 
leſs admit a 8 of incommoding them Ee 


» \ v» % ©® 


" ome : 


and Objervations. 


ſome difference of opinion. For chat is Pr —5 ' 


doing ſo as they would not be done unto. 
And by the Pragtice of force and compul- 


fion, when they are in power, they encoq - 
rage others, f different ſentiments from 
them, when in power, to act in like man- 


ner. And agcording to this way of think- 


ing, and acting, oppreſſjon and tyranny 

muſt prevail every where, and chriſtian 
. People muſt be e at e FOOuſr 
ing one another. 


There always bh been e * opi- 
nion among men. There were divers 


ſects of philoſophie, before the riſe of 


ch priſtianity. Where there is but one opi- 


nion, there is abſolute tyrannie without 


liberty: or there is total indifference about 
the things of üben, e "eu 
png manirit. 


is any. freedom, the importance of the 
doctrine will excite thought and confide- 
ration. Thęnce will progeed variety of 


opinion, unleſs mens minds were quite 


alike. Which they are not. Nor hays 


all men the ke helps and advantages. 


For which realons it is not to be expected, 
that 


. 
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—— deer a Houſe Tee "things in "he "Bite 
_ | PO vet en v1 gHq in 
— Chfiftiens are: Al 3 in their 
ſentiments about a Trinity, afid the per- 
ſon of Ohriſt, and ſome other points, yet 
there are many things, in which they agree. 
They all profeſs to receive the Scriptures 
as the word 6f God, and the rule of their 
faith. And there are divers things, which 
may be eaffly learned from Seripture, in " 
which therefore they ought to agree. 
Me are there taught to think of Gd. 
as one. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods e. 
fore me, was Proclaimed by God to the 
Jewifh people in the moſt ſolemn marmer. 4 
Trrdeed all chriſtians in general agree in 
this, that there i 18 but one God: however, | 
they may ſeem to each other at times to 
| multiply deities. Certainly the Unity of 
God is a principle, which we ought 8 J 
maintain Whale yur 1 in 11 1 
its ſimplicity,” 1 antes - 
We are _ to conceive of this one 7 
God as eternal, all · perfect, the Creator of * 
the heavens and the earth, and the Gover- F 
nour of the worlds, which he has male. , 
8 62 20 . 


an XXXIv. 


preſent God t to us, ag great and amiable. 


an FREY ons. 


We Mond "Hink'of Ood as rest, und Die ty. 


powerful. Elſe we mall“ not fear before _ 


| Him at all times: nor truſt in him, in the 
various trials: and occurrences of this life, 
nor ſeek to him, and pray to him, as we 
ought, to approve ourfelves' to him: that 
is, unleſs we believe him able to hear thoſe 
who ſeck to him, and to reward fuch as 
diligently ſerve him. a 
It is highly expedient, that we trace out 
by reaſon and Seripture the evidences of 
the divine goodneſſe and mexcie, that we 


may not ſhun ani flee from. Him 4 as ine O- 
rable: that we may not be Ufcourdged in 
doing: our utmoſt to. Pteaſe” Hit, though 
wetannot attain to an abſoktte atid'fin> 
leſs perfectioſr. ile £6591 3d in: 500 


, When Moſes deſired to ſee the oriedf 
Got And Rid! "Fequeſtyas not rejected, God 


made all his goed 2 70 paſs Before him, and 
proclaimed: Te T7 ofd,” the Lird Eb, nor- 


Ci ful and | gracious, Tong Hering, and abutt= 


dant in : £00dutſſe a, and truth. See Exod, xxxIl, 


15 * 5 5 * 4 


The inſpi pir ed Scrjptltes Ldbnidlty re- 
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Due. V. He is * purer 6 eyes, 1 to beboll mi. | 
yn guity in any, with approbation. Hab. i. 
a 3: Yet he accepts the humble and peni- 
And is as ready to forgive and ace 
ws thoſe who return from their wand. 
rings, as they who relent, and are pierced 
with a ſenſe of guilt can wiſh or deſire. 
If. lvii. 15. For thus ſaith the bigh and 
bfty one, that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name | 
is holy, that is, ſacred, great and auguſt, 
I dwell in the high and holy place: with him 
alſo, who is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, + 
to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and the | 
heart of the cantrite, _ 2 
The value and importance of right con- 
ceptions concerning theſe perfections, of it 
Ggd may: be ſeen farther ſhewn in Jer: i ix. 
ian 577 55) 
Theſe are Given, in which all men of 
| every. rank, learned and unlearned, rich 
= - and poor, are more concerned, than in 
| | any points of a ſpeculative nature, that 
are very abſtruſe, and almoſt unintelligi- 
ble. ,/The plaineſt truths are the moſt im- | 
portant: not the moſt abſtruſe and myſte- , 
rious, as ſome would perſuade men to 
think. For religion is the concern of ail, | 
| and 


3 


and 0)ervations. 


93 


and the moſt momentous things: cut te Dito v. 
e mentous things ug 


be obvious, that none who are not ex- 


' tremely negligent, or wilfully blind, "uy 


be unacquainted with them, 4 
And herein is wiſdom: to A Grd 
as great, good, and excellent, and to act 
accordingly, ſtanding in awe of his judge- 
ments, ſtudious to gain and keep his fa- 
your, by a ſincere regard to his holy 
"laws, and doing the og that are well 
pleaſing in his ſigngt. 
We are alſo to believe, that Jeſus; is the 
promiſed Meſſiah, the Chriſt, - the Son of 


God, the Saviour of the world: that he 


1 Father, and that the doctrine taught 85 
by him may be relied upon, as e 

the true way to life. 
Chriſtians muſt believe; that Jeſus-had | 


ated by a ſpecial commiſſion under: God 


*% 


| the innocent inſirmities: of the human na- 


ture; that he really had grief, that he 
really ſuffered and died, and roſe again, 
and is aſcentled up to heaven. Otherwiſe 


chey loſe all the benefitbofchis example- 


We muſt remember, that Jeſus- Chriſt 
is Lord, to the glorie of God the Father. 


2 or certain _ thing, concerning the 
LOWE: 


\ 


94 


a 
no Remarks, \ 


Dise, V. Lord! Jens. Chriſt, was deſigned: for the 


glerie of God, and is actually. cofiducive 


toit. By his life, doctrine, death, exal- 


tation, and arguments taken thence, men 
haxe been turned from idols; to $Helivin 8 
30d te Godwꝓz . 008 
Jeſus, in his perſon, ih ee 
his life, and inn his death, and; in his mah. . 
tation; is unſpeakably amiable. And we 
ought- to give :glorie and honour to him, 
who died for us, and roſe again, and is at 


the right hand of God. And though we 
have not ſee him, we cannot but love 
him: Still it is not to be forgotten, that 


es ig. Lord aber glevie of God thei. Few 


F L Ie WE 115 9 — 
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There bas been in ball times crcaGoj! for 
ſuch hints as theſe. And thoſe: b die 


kre not to be jnſtiſicd, h inſtead of ptay- 


ing to the Fathor-4n' the name of Jeſiis 


Chriſt, adreſs almoſt albtheir prayers amd 


praiſes to Chriſt, Witliout any warrant from 
the New / Teſtament, oannl contrarie toe 


preſs and repeated» ãnſtructions cuncerii⸗ 
ing the object and manmer of worſhip. 
One of the teaſens, Why we-ought ever 


140 love, and — 1 the r ga Jeſus, 1 
5204 | | chat 


4 


- iow 


avid Obſarmations. „ 9. 
tha him; been -broy Due qy 
+ rough. m:we haye been .brought- 5 I 


unto, God, and to-the\knowledge, of his 
glorious, perfections, and overruling Ero 


vidence. As St. Peter writes, E. i. 


186. 2 Foraſmuch 44 Wei Keb ut ye 
were redeemed by the preciqus-Llood of Hbriſt, 


| as of 4. lamb without , Alemiſb, and Without: . 


ſpot. + Mo verily a Forexpnstnedrbefore. 
the une of. ec bY 4 Was Ten 


"1a 3 in God that racked him 75 — the 
dead, and gave him glorie, that Journ Sn 
and hope might Be in Gor: molt os e 
"2; "The {chetne, WHICH las beer ia cn 
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ſidered, appears to be the "plaineſt : and moſt. 


w ISS 47 


. imple of All, This , wasrtaken notice :of. 
| formerly; and I dob not intend to enlarße 


, farther upon it now. 
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ww According to this Theme,” the nam 
deſcenſion, andi meekneſſe, and other vir 


tues of the Lord Jeſus ar the moſt exem- 


plarie, arid bis Exaltation * is the moſt Ws, 


- 
. - 4 „ * 
. / 21 
| cpuraging. #7. e 11 


1 in is truly * of kin-to v us, „ and 4 fit 
46456 1 ih Fs 2 3 SO es Lo example: 


517 9 % 
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28 „Heb. ii. 11. Fir both. Pu ther Lend, and they, 


* are ſattifieds are all of one. For which, cauſe he is 


| 4 > + a0. 


- 
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Apoſtle's argument in the epiſtle to the 


n 


extinijle of Faith and patience, and rightly 


the captain of our ſalbauion: whoſe conduct 
in circumſtarices like ours, and under like 
temptations, is inviting and exem plarie. 
Which is agrerable to divers parts of the 


Hebrews. ch. iv. 2 Let us hold 


8 beds i hi Ml if one. 64 biegen, 5 
Of one father. that is God.” ſays Gretius. 6 Of 


S whergby he — able to offer up himſelf, a Herißg⸗ 


fot our profeſſion on. For we \ have not an 
High-Prieft, which cannot be touched" with 


the e feeling A our mite 2. but Was in all 


kw I» 8 : F 1 8 1 


- 
v3. 
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64 one original: and nature.” Whitby. « Of one ftock 
e and nature. F. Cart. 4 have all the fame ori- 


6e gin. * "Beauſybr WhO goes on: <All are of ont; ; 


t mearing uf Adam lmorder to be High-Prieſt for; 
« men, it was neceffarie, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be 


© man. This is what renders bim ſenſible to the 


a ſufferings of melt: thit Which difpoſes him to love 


4 And help them; And-which put him in 4 cundition 


e for them. Seg > 4718. and ch. v. 2. x. 55. 
« Of « one E ab; aham.” ſays Peirce. Who alſo. 


adds f in his notes: This interpretation is confirmed 
by V. 16. 17. For he laid not hold of angels, but 


« ofrthe"ſeed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things \ 
cc jt behoved him to be made like unto his brethren : 


* meaning the ſeed of Abraham.“ Which makes 


little difference in the preſent argument. See "—_ | 


at p. [55- 56. Nate. ] 


2 n * 

5 | 
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and a ons. 


* 


97 


Na nts tempted like as we are, yet without. D 150. IV. 


fin. Let us therefore come boldly to the 


thront of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 


and find grace 7 s in lime of need. See 
alſo ch. ii. 10... 18. 


Our Lord's exaltation is alſo, in this 
way, moſt encouraging. His condeſcen- 
ſion, and obedience, in acquieſcing in his 
low condition on this earth, and in yield- 


ing up himſelf to death, are ſet before us, 


as an-Example to be imitated. And it 1s 


added: Wherefore God alſo has highly ex- 
alted him. This affords reaſon to think, 


that if we practiſe meekneſſe, and other 
virtues, and are obedient to God, and pro- 


mote the good of our fellow- creatures; 
we likewiſe ſhall be highly exalted, and 


greatly rewarded. But ſuppoſing Jeſus to 
have been, before his appearance on this 
earth, under God, the Creator and Gover- : 


nour of the world; his glotification after 


death will not ſeem to be ſo much the re- 
ward of his faith and obedience here, as 


the reinſtating him in what he enjoyed, 


and had a right to before. Our caſe is | 
ä then 


98 = Remarks, 

Dic. lv. then, ſo different from his as to have 
little or no reſemblance. And his glori- 
fication, or exaltation, if i it may be ſo a. 
led, will be. little or no excitement to us „ 

But we ſhould preſerve this quickening 3 LE 
motive. and conſideration, the. glorie, and _ | 
reward. of Jeſus, in all its force. Which, 
as it ſtands in this text, and in manꝶ other 
places of the New Teſtament, is the moſtt 
animating thought that can be conceived. 

As the Apoſtle ſays Heb. xii. 1. 2. t 


us lay afide. every weight, and the finthet dass. 

| fo eafily beſet us, and let us run with patience, = | 
the race that. is jet before us : looking, unto: 4. 
Feſus, the captain, and perfolt example eU | | 


faith, who for the joy that was ſet before „ 
him endured the croſſe, deſpiſing the ſhame, | 
and 1s fet. dean on the right hand of Gad. * 
And ſays our exalted Lord to the church 
of the Laodiceans: Jo him thet. overcometh. | . 
will. I gran to ft with ; me in my throne, 
even as, 1, alſo ogercame, and am et, dem „„ 
with my Father in his throne. Rev. ili. 21. 
And let us particularly remember the 
moving echortation in our text. For. 
though, 


and Obſervations, 


5 though, becauſe of the different ſentiments De. wy 
_ of, Chriſtians. in, ſome. points of a ſpecus 


lative; nature, this, and. ſome former Gl. 
courſes, have been, in part, cantroverfial, 
the genuine import and. deſign of the text 
is throughout practical. And tends ta 
diſpoſe us, as occaſions require, to be 


ready to promote the good of others, and 


for that end to ſtrive to out- do each other 


in meekneſſe and condeſcenſion: there 


be any conſolation in Chriſt. . fulfill ye my joy 
Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or vain 


glorie, but in lowlineſſe of mind let each eſteem 
another better than cbenzſelues. Look not 


every man on his own things : but every man 
alſo on the things of others. Let that mind 


be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. 
Who, though he had ſuch peculiar diſ- 
tinctions on account of his high office and 


character, did not earneſtly covet divine 
honour from men, nor affect external 


gr eatneſſe, pomp and ſplendour, power and 


authority, eaſe and pleaſure; but emptied 
himſelf, and acted as a ſervant, and be- 


came obedient unto death, even the death 
of 


2— eroſſe. For 
5 been advanced to extenſi 

| power, and ; great ho no 

which all others 
now have a temper 
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